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The Analysis of ‘Fashion’ Category Structure in
the Internet Search Engines

Hyun nam Oh, Hyeon Ju Kim and Moon Sook Kim
Dept. of Clothing Science, Seoul Women's University

Abstract

Internet search engines are used by the majority of Web surfers to find information on the Web. However,
Web users can be often dissatisfied with the mistakes in the retrieval of ‘Fashion” information from the Internet.
The purpose of this study is to analyze the ‘Fashion’ category structure in the Intemet search engines. There
are 2 steps for achieving it: the first, to investigate the structures of ‘Fashion’ categories and then, to analyze the
gap between ‘Fashion’ categories defined by them and extensive ‘Fashion’ categories, which are approached on

2 sides of the fashion-life and fashion-business.

We select 5 major search engines for the case study: Yahoo, Lycos, Naver, Hanmir, Empas, which ranked as
top S of total search engines and potal sites in February, 2001, and retrieve ‘Fashion' categories from the first
level to the last level by using both “key-word retricval” and “topics retrieval”.

Eventually, we can find the problems of ‘Fashion' category structure in search engines. Also, it is concluded
with a brief perspective of ‘Fashion’ categories in the Internet search engines and the implications for the future.

Key words: retrieval( Z4Y). internet( Q1 E] W), search engine(H 4 A2, fashion(HH), category( 7}&] L 2f).
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