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Is it necessary to distinguish semantic memory from episodic memory?
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Abstract The distinction between short-term store (STS) and long-term store (LTS)
has been made in the perspective of information processing. Memory system theorists
have argued that memory could be conceived as multiple memory systems beyond the
concept of a single LTS. Popular memory system models are Schacter & Tulving (1994)'s
multiple memory systems and Squire (1987)'s the taxonomy of long-term memory. Those
models agree that amnesic patients have intact STS but impaired LTS and have preserved
implicit memory. However, there is a debate about the nature of the long-term memory
impairment. One model considers amnesic deficit as a selective episodic memory
impairment, whereas the other sees the deficits as both episodic and semantic memory
impairment. At present, it remains unclear that episodic memory should be distinguished
from semantic memory in terms of retrieval operation. The distinction between declarative
memory and nondeclarative memory would be the alternative way to reflect explicit
memory and implicit memory. The research focused on the function of frontal lobe might
give clues to the debate about the nature of LTS.

Key Words memory systems, semantic memory, episodic memory.
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