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Conceptual Description of Hierarchical Structure in Discourse
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Abstract The distinction between main structure and side structure in discourse
which was central to narrative studies has lacked an adequate, formal definition. This
study supports the contention that there exists a hierarchical structure between discourse
units constituting main structures. substructures. and side structures. The aim of this
study is twofold: (i) to present an adequate, formal definition that provides a general
identification criterion for distinguishing main structure from substructure and side
structure proposed by Kuppevelt, and (ii) to propose conceptual relations representing
hierarchical structures in discourse based on Sowa’s Conceptual Structure Theory. The
proposed conceptual relations which represent hierarchy and pragmatic relations of
discourse segments are: DIGR (digression), T-SHFT (topic shift). and FRAM {(frame). This
study shows pragmatic functions can be incorporated within CST in a systematic way.

Keywords  discourse structure. Conceptual Structure Theory, discourse markers,
digression. topic shift, frame
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(1) {PERSON: Mary)<—(AGNT)<{GIVE]—
(OBJ)~ {BOOK]} [(PERSON: John)«—(RCPT)d
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(2) a. F1 A: Mark really needs to see this
article in Psychology Weekly.
Qi B: Why? What's it on?

A1 A:  Reasons for negative behavior
patterns—like procrastination,
habitual lateness. . .

Q2 B:  So what does it
say?

Az A:  That people who are always late

often do it for a reason either
conscious or unconscious. It
could be an expression of anger
and resentment or a way of
esisting authority. It could be
even be anxiety.

b. Question-answer structure:

Fi—Q1 @

Lo

FA A A 22 39 AEL AEHA A
AHER AHE A XU 43 U5 94

S%0] 2esle £84 FHE 2A Fgh 74
F4 Ago) EVZAYA WY o 39 ALL o}

71 X173k, °l FA A Aol WF21A did
7z EHA o AL FAA FAH AE Q
= 39 AEE FAThE Avng QunollHiY HE2A
ez Y FHoe Afske AE Qo ¥

HESY U A0 ARE UEY o 39 UEe

AL obn) BEAYA e A g} wre)
He AZE FAZL 24 W FA Yge] dohd
(39 AelaE AR FALLS Aske A
FAHgAo R FHHE 7lose $FE5) ekt
{9].

(3) F1A: Today the Ministers of

Agriculture of the European
Community were not present at the
installation of their new member.
Why not?

They had a meeting about the large
European butter surplus.

(By the way,) what solution did
they propose for this problem?
They proposed to undersell this
butter on the European market.
Why did they have to meet today?
Any postponement would be
irresponsible in view of the recent
worsening of the problem.

Q1B:
Al/F2 A:

Q2B:
AZA:

Q3B:
A3A:

(3)4 =Hte ()8 22 $4d T8 7HAld

(4) MS: (F, (Q A
|
S8 (F2 (Q2 A2))

(Qs Asl))

FA A€ A% 5 7k FAE FAC A¥d
o Al AFAZE A" B €33 g8 9
o} oW Al AT AN} duirjes 3
A Aol ofs) Aeld B-E AYslne 9394 F
Ae GAscl F4 dee dAZd £ g3
2249 45 slel. by the wayst & 23 %47}
AMECEAY A2 w3t 339 AAE FAFe
AFolq odejtrog FASA e AL F oW
A AY Fo 7 A0} A= XS 8y
o Alddc} ¥z #352 FAPG 2 3A
o IAAAL dubdeog AAHE dAeoe (59 2
o] Aejglc},
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(5) FA4 o
qAR A Al AR Qo THEFH 2 A
7HA 718 AEE Adske FA .5 AHE
A dgg vl
() Qv Ashe I3t ¥ Az Aidot
(i) Gt Tord Aoshs 34 74 A9 39 2
Fo] ol shA He] o] Foizlct
(iii) F4 F29 d5A Aol gl FA T
AE Q7 YA of detoiix] FUAE U

(5)9] 71FEG)E AAY Fdo} ouzez FA
A= Fomt pushe=d desich (6)8] oA
Stop that you kidse AAT T oo},

(6) John came in and left the groceries
Stop that you kids
and I put them away after he left

FA Qo] WAEE FA 74 A Bas)w
NAE AE FAAAT WYY FIIe PAE F
oAl deid Jyoewy AYA ame U
& BAs} geld 98ty F7ad dAY RPEE
RHEC AEG)E FTFEE F%Y ATH Fie
48 £2 T2} PEHT RS FA d2E
35 FA] Wstel FrAn

3. 2 HEFEH IS

3. 1e4 &3 ) Fze 7z, 72 E o
thiie S3EXE3 Jdgo] oo sl gt
t}. o] FelAje METFEEL] AA Wl ¥FZ9

Y72 E Jehiie d€ 59 4% AERAQ
Je(digression: DIGR). 3AH & (topic shift:

T-SHFT), E(frame: FRAM)S] A 7} Zd @A
AAslo] 7]&d BAD dE ¢3tel FAAL F
Ao sl dstshe E30) disixll fR=AT 9
22 Ne FAZ =99 WS ulre A& veld
t}. o} Wi a9 FAE FAshe FH VoA &
T disixle AAF FAd AR AEE Fol O
FAE AAtA A2 A/l ALEAE Axe
FA7 Ul tpA] Ar1E Aelzke AlRE Frh
-2 =] o)}

(7) a. I want to tell you about my trip. but, by

the way, how is your mother?

b. And, quite by the way, how is your
sister?

c. By the way, have you received that
letter yet?

(Ta)8} ol b3 2L Hd722 71eddt

(8) (PERSON:#1"x)<(EXPR) «<(WANT]—
(THME)—(PROPOSITION: (*x}«
(AGNT)<([TELL}—(EXPR)—
(PERSON: #you]—(THME)—{TRIP}—
(POSS)—(*x])

~(DIGR)—

(STAT: ?7}«~(CHRC)+-(MOTHER)
—(CHLD)—[PERSON: #you)

(9) A: Do you know where I can buy
tickets to the play?

B: Actually, 1 have an extra ticket 1'd
be glad to give you. I won't need it
because 1'm one of the actors. which
by the way I'm very excited about.

(9)8] AFNHE HE ouir Alrrhe AR o
T gHg she 23] FAt Blo] 2 A &
A vk 712 YeHed MITFEE 71
B o3 gy

(10) } (POL)—{PROPOSITION: [PERSON:
Youl—(STAT)—(KNOW]—(THME)
—{{PSBL)—{(A)«—(LOC)«{PERSON:I)
—(AGNT)«(BUY]—(OBJ)—-(TICKET: {*}]
—(INST)—(PLAY]}]).({PERSON:I}
—(STAT)—(HAVE]—~(OBJ)—(TICKET)
—(CHRC)—{(EXTRA))

—(DIGR)—|((PERSON: I}—(STAT)
—{ACTORJ).

cheel dRE U] AR T oI E vhehdch
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(11) A: By the way, Cynthia. It's awful of
me, I know you can care for my
dog while I'm away next week?
B: (Now look) (Here), this is your
third time you've left me with
your dog.

(1D)ellA by the waye oA iy U&= F
A NE B8 dele 2gsla 98¢ Jehdd,
@3l ®2| by the way ol thg3} o] U A
£ Yehjle A X 9l

(12) By the bye, how do you spell your name?
(by here means sideway)
(13) a. Incidentally, he didn't want the book.

b [ ? ]-DIGR-

(NEG)—{(PERSON: He]—(EXPR)
—(WANT)—(OBJ)—(BOOK: #]]

(13a)el A incidentally= 492 EX|Z (13b)2] 74
3z 2 vehdel

ded g3l 2 oA W2 BN @3 %
2] anywaye (l14a)9l4 S99 F94o2 opA] &
e AL Yehle Ad PRI (14b)s} 3] 1}
e,

(14) a. Anyway. do you know the answer?

b. —(RETN)—
(POL)—{PROPOSITION: [PERSON:
#you) ~(STAT) ~(KNOW)—(OBJ)~
[ANSWER: #)

(15) Last weekend we went to Winchester with
Simon and Jane. They've got a Ford now.
Anyway, when we got there we found that
the Cathedral was closed.

(15)8] anywaye ¥l2 A dFe] d2de e
Ak, ¢19] 3k gz Ziesast

(16) [PERSON: #we x)—(AGNT)<(GO)—

(DEST)—(CITY: Winchester}—
(ACCM)—{PERSON: ({Simon,Jane}*y)—
(PTIM)—={LAST-WEEKEND]

—(DIGR)~ (['y)<(STAT)«(HAVE)—(0OBJ)—
{(FORD)—(PTIM)—(NOW])
—(RETN)—

{(*x)<(AGNT) «(FIND)—{THME)~
((CATHEDRAL:#)—(CHRC)—
(CLOSED]))—(SIML)}—{(*x]«(AGNT)
«[ARRIVE]—(LOC)—

(PLACE: tthere])

2384 anywayd AHE-2 FE Fol o 23}
oA EHslA Jehda Foleidx vieldel oo
Fo] QejztzellA] B anywayd] 71EA4 7%
< anyway7} AHER AT 22 AL U3E T
¥ Ae Aolch ue wHoldst vlE anywaye
gede] B& BASIE olHe AR slEophe F
2% odojd} pete AgHr)

anywaye B3elA AdgsiAler grHEel daw
AE A3 3T o] BAE 3 iz Al 7l
= 715A ogae el a2l@ olEe WA v
£ 222 gsle] Aal A8 A ) e gle.
o, olE Y el EHHA 9vie bt A

“slo} gith = W o}E 93} Exl: A WA

Mol Edol disleld 715 ¥l 2oz =9
o} anywaye TFolA AARY Ao} 44
Sl 29,

{17) He drove to the dealer shop. He'd
always wanted a Jag. 1 think I heard
a noise. Anyway, he decided to buy
one.

(18 F3}E P72 Zlednat

(18) {{((PERSON: He="*x]<(AGNT)«
(DRIVE])—(DEST)—{DEALER-SHOP])]
—(CAUS)—{[*x)—(STAT)—»{WANT]
—(0BJ)—(CAR: Jaguar)—(FREQ)—
(ALWAYS]))

—(DIGR)—
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[((PERSON: =*y)—(STAT)—(THINK)
—(THME)—{{*y)«(AGNT)«<(HEAR)
—{0BJ)>(NOISE}))

—(RETN)-

{(>x)<(AGNT)<{DECIDE]}—
(THME)—({(*x)—(AGNT)—(BUY]
—(0BJ} —I[CAR: Jagll).

A A2 A SAleh F Al wHeljq g
& vehdeh Nowts SellAl 28t & =2 A
I Qg 7le AAE AR RS dele A A
& FEAolr},

(19) A: Now, where's my coat?
B: So, you're leaving. then?

ol A% AL now® A4 TR A B B
& F7%3 gz ¥t
= ohgst 2o,

20 [ 2 ]-(T-SHFT)—

(PERSON: #I x)«—(AGNT)—(TELL)

—(EXPR)—(PERSON: #you)<-(AGNT)
—[SAY)—(THME)—{(COAT)—(LOC)

—(PLACE: 7)(POSS)—(x}J

—(EFCT)—

MIFzE 7ledn .

(POL)—((PERSON: youl<(AGNT)<—
(LEAVE])

& O fAe wBe 4F 2,

(21) Now, lemme give you an idea when I

talk about fantasy.

fel HeE AYTFEL 71eH 2 bt 2

@ [ 7 ] —(T-SHFT)-

((PERSON: 1J«(AGNT)«
(GIVE]—(RCPT)—{PERSON: You]—
(OBJ)—(IDEA])—(SIML)—~{(PERSON:
IJ-(AGNT) < (TALK)—~(THME)—
(FANTASY]].

il gx)2) AW 2 A4S gt FAlaA
2 g5 ®Aed o) HEHe F2A AR 2%
A 3ix} ojx Fgolt Fal Al AMeE F
23} 23 ZAe FERA A 93 3 Ao
2] BAE Jehdeozy 2% AANE =& Fotb
(23)2] oAlelM the systemst 2§ AXR A} it
o] HA L sayet thenst B2 EAQ Aoz fo)
ARt A e FAAH AWAL as an expert
database for an expert systeme FTHog B7}

S 3het(10].

(23) If the system attempts to hold rules,
say as an expert database for an expert
system, then we expect it not only to hold the
rules but to in fact apply them for us in
appropriate situations.

A4 saye FB 89 FA Ate ez
then® 319 FAZHHY 342 Jehish A
ol Qext ¥R Ak stsl Fafol ehbe
W EAlY APAE P8 FAZ SRS} Yeht
=2 ¥A% At F2A o2 AARD 1
A w24 glole wRRST AAY 9l At
b BRAQ 2HAH ¢ YA Aol AEsAe A
oIk A 3ol AR A2 22 go]

£ Siola el o AR Al szde) ek
§ U0 W2 RE AHE A
e gl QBEE GIE + e U Bels
Aok Ae 29457 ﬂaﬂ well& A&k 3}
Aol BRs} gol AL & 5 2] Aeol A
ge) aiste B7) Mol AEE e el HE A
2/ei Aol BEIRHID,

>, r’;r

(24) Speaker A: Question 1
Speaker B: Question 2
Speaker A: Answer 2
Speaker B: Answer I
stabs well2 @& ZAFoRH 7] AEAE

ARde gelded Asdes o @& v aca
AR/ A& F43 AAH12), o] CE
.
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(25) Debby:f~{Q1] Do you think there’ll ever
be a time when color doesn’t

make a difference?
Jack: E [Q2) In this country?

Debby: (A2) Yeh.
Jack: (A1) Well of course there will.

Ael ahe AP Slesd e 2

(26) |(POL)—~{(PERSON: #you)«(AGNT)
«(THINK)—(THME)—~((TIME]—
(STAT)—(EXIST])]~(SIML)—
{T(COLOR]—(AGNT)—~{MAKE-A-

DIFFERENCE)]
i
(POL)—((LOC)—(THIS
(FRAM) COUNTRY)]—(POS)
!
(POS)—((FUTR)—{{TIME}—(STAT)—(E
XIST]1)

i d7lelde] wello] H¥L A2z 3md
Ao dRde oA devlz dEe AFdke F
ohzbd held R W A ir]e] duAdE Yol
€ el

4. B A % YA

B =22 34 ge gzbEl o AR FF2
9} Hx selT2 5o 493 | AR pxed 9
ZAg Jdd2 FAog RF2E PS¢ =14
ZFA g9 T2} Aol P ¥ T} 3}
A AP S 2e)E AWsqrt 4 Fd Ao
ol Sowadl MIF=EY AA Nl AdRAR o
2 A Ag 9o FAE A &3 ) AT
zo} wst RE7] ovldql AL T

el 2418 BU) WAE e ZiddEla
adde} FAe wala g4 ZWY & sle =9
AAlelz A FHPAY] NFFEREL =8Helx
gusln dzke] 4A ¢ & Ux FFH AP
Atdede] Ha] Seld A o148 & e =
oulE 714¥ 4 ol g MNFFF|EL vl
of ulebe 53 AP dojell Y& Qv Ao B
B ol AFHY 59 FollMxr A
= gle AAelch zke} el ¥Ax Wiz} 7}

% AT o) MIFEEL] AA HelME 2709
€ &3 #Har) sbesieg ATz ES B vt
A& /A sl

g3t Wel FxA AR 33 A A8 % 4
A B oozt % Adn AR Y FE T U4
X Fasty @3} gxjo] AMS- FxA AA ¢
3} RRAlole] FAE HAHLE el &F o
3 32 2 Adubd] AH g3 7o 2% NS
€ W72 EY AR FsiRe sz 29 g)
= o] & Aot}

&n 28
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