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Effects of Spatial Attention for Words on Implicit Memory
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Abstract The present study examined the role of spatial attention in implicit memory
for words when the word identity processing was not required. Spatial attention to the
identity-irrelevant perceptual features of the words was manipulated by using a visual
search task (Experiment 1) or a focused attention task (Experiment 2). In two
experiments, a significant priming effect was not found for the target words as well as for
the distractor words. Implicit memory for words was not affected by spatial attention on
the perceptual properties of the words. indicating that the word identity processing is
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required to produce priming.

Keywords implicit memory, spatial attention. word identity processing
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