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Information acquisition and searching in hypertext:
Comparison between adults and children
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Abstract This study investigated information acquisition from hypertext and the
difference of searching behavior between adults and children. In experiment 1. we
compared the amount of information acquisition from the hypertext to that of the printed
text. The result showed that the performance in printed text was better than in
hypertext. However, the performance of experienced (in the internet) participant showed
no difference between the hypertext and the printed text. Experiment 2 compared the
information-searching behavior of the adults and children in the hypertext environment.
The results showed that adults performed the information-searching faster than children.
yet there was no difference in the proportion of correct responses of the two groups.
However, children who were more experienced in the internet and produced right answers
to the 7th level questions in depth performed better and faster than the adults who were
not. These results suggest that the experience in the internet is the most important
factor in the searching of the wanted information.
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