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Design and Evaluation of a Gateway to Faculty Syllabi in Computer Science
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- ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to design and evaluate a metadata system for internet-based syllabi in
computer science. The study constructed two prototype systems for the experiment. One was constructed
using only Dubline Core (DC) elements and the other was a DC-expanded system with additional eight'
elements that are not the part of DC elements. The thirty subjects were chosen from those who.majored in‘
Computer Science. Two retrieval tasks were assigned to them. One was to find syllabi in which they are
interested and the other was to find relevant course syllabi for a given course title. After the search, they
were asked to evaluate the systems in terms of efficiency, accuracy, and their satisfaction of the system.
The result of the first experiment indicates that DC-based system performed significantly better in terms
of search time and DC-expanded system in terms of satisfaction measure. An additional experiment was
conducted to test efficiency of the browsing categories. The interview with subjects was carried out to'
find any difficulties associated with the current browsing scheme. The subjects expressed much;
satisfaction about assigning a course to multiple browsing categories.
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