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Abstract Currently, web—based workflow system becomes the essential element for electrical
commerce between companies, but workflow engines, produced by different vendors, dose not
guarantee the interoperability.

In this paper, we propose a framework(WDEF @ Workflow Data Exchange Framework) that
supports data exchange between heterogeneous workflow systems. WDEF uses a ISO/IEC 11179-
based data registry to describe metadata for workflow interoperability, and uses RDF(Resource
Description Framework) to encode and compose the messages for workflow interoperability.

Using data registry, WDEF supports the requirements for workflow interoperability defined in
WIMC(Workflow Management Coalition), and has flexible structure with extensibility. Also, RDF-

based automatic XML encoding makes it possible for messages to be shared with other XML

document in CALS/EC.
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