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The EPA Strikes Back

The Environmental Protection Agency stirred
outrage this week by issuing a major set of clean
water rules in the face of a congressional attempt
to block them. Opponents thought they d found
a surefire way to head off the rule-making by
attaching a rider to an appropriation bill that
President Clinton didn' t want to veto. But the
administration issued the regulations before the
president signed the bill-appropriately so, given

14

congressional efforts to dictate environmental
policy through the back door. The outrage is
misplaced.

The rules in question have been open for
review and revision for nearly a year. They would
enforce a long-neglected part of the Clean Water
Act involving what are known as TMDLs, total
maximum daily loads of pollution that a body of
water can absorb and still be considered clean.
Until now EPA and the states have focused on
reducing pollution from individual sources, like
factories of sewage treatment plants. The method
has brought substantial gains, but further
progress depends on this broader approach.

Under the new rules states will have to
conduct pollution surveys of about 20,000 bodies
of water and develop plans for cleaning them up
over the next 15years. In the process, they will
have to impose controls on the generalized urban
and agricultural runoff that EPA says is the
greatest remaining threat to America s waters.
The rules drew strong opposition from business,
agriculture and forestry interests. Anger ran so
deep that last week the House voted to de-fund
the office of the Agriculture Department s
undersecretary for natural resources and
environment because he had worked with EPA
on the regulations. To accommodate industry
concerns, the administration dropped some
forestry and agriculture provisions. It also gave
states more flexibility.

Opponents now say EPA has flouted the
expressed will of Congress. But their prohibition
was slipped into a bill already in conference, with
no opportunity for a direct vote on the clean
water question. If Congress wants to derail these
regulations, it has 60 days to review the rules
and openly vote to reject them. That would at



least be confronting the issue through the front
door. 1t would also, for the sake of the nation s
waters, be the wrong thing to do.

Blg, s =4
g715e] BlE e =
6}04 bR #RA FHE

22 44" o2 gle 15d-& A4 Qf?ﬂow}. Ersy
< 1970duj¢l 2 ol 22 o
AR ol AR PAo ﬁﬂc}’éﬂ} FARA T
EE e ozgr g9 & st Yo, 2 F
ON) BAagE A% ﬂxu ok, ARt e
o3)el AZoddiE AR FAFA 209 2 E
Fo| gAzgoz yEW ﬂi“‘ 01 =2 Az
2 ARl gaigt, ol 3} ojz}) &
FAR JAAFE EUHEPA, 1998)

734l otz vlwsl £ Clean Water
Action Plan® <J4Hs Bd w357}t 19729

ARG 2o WS A 98 o7} dep} 2
A9718 A "o}, FYE/30] FRE v 7}
o] mH 4 93, $98 4 9l BY $F07 £

7] g NHAEE A= QA F2E g 274

HYE BYS 2D 2025 oJA7h 2
82 PPN PR 8] ¥k
QPR E ARD 4L Dok AT, &
AWA, 740l gRe wa glon 1 vy
RN AR AASY ge v Ao o

g #F2 Aojgtn A4 nYHeE Lk
DA TH Matuszeski, 2000).
AMRE 3o AL kg vid B9 55 A4
RHECh AR o] itk o} Fe] At = <t
&HA| B} Bo) givhs Zo] ®r}. A F ul5e 4,
AF 40%7 bl £ A= &, Y F U E
of el o %7] Ao I3k Fabe) Wel Hy
Bl AARE Bo) W FHd @Asiof e
FAg Aot} vhd Exto] ohrt ¢ {Wrﬁ-

)

dote] By - BHoz Uy, vldedd, &
gl FaAte vg, 434, AxAY AERA AL
£o = gisoj7ta gtk 2 FAHA o2 3‘4{‘94
TEA AedTd el AApge Ed - Bg
Y E of7]ol 73] Azt

FEAlE 927k gojRl A2 (Catskill) AbH 2]
5/ AR g et AT BS oz
10d, 109 2218 T8l Al Algoltt, o] AlE
& 274 e mEFAANe} BEZ ZElolY 7 &
Al Aolell 1997 old] ZMZ ZAHNUT. 7&
Al 84 FHE 9T A FREOKH) = 1842

d 7€ 49 wrEolFon 2ukAge] §HE FR o]
7 Aze) YA 422 Feid ek 1800 18
Rh6dH e F&A] QI77} 18400l = 255 Bo2
7R FEAE B BE Zeg 34, B
A #AS B 2d wE&Ale Z2E(Croton)
- e e AFe] HE AMd A S o4

69

lk

ol olelo] U T Utk FAE FHEW R &4 B 2FA Ak 69 29 Al Yol
208 B2 5 PPIFS AP G A 2 4099 1 SR AEH St ool
A FIAAL V5w Aok NG Ak BAY AT SLE GE A E AT 1043 430
o FARHE Ao HEE BT Y4 2 151 90%% A2 A3 5709 WL whEo] 3
I 3. 0] SHYEHOLD MRE S| AHHE ofidt (k9] e =)

NHE 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1989 | 2000 2001

EPARY 2,767 | 2,719 2,853 | 3.01 3,109 3,330 3496 | 3532 | 3917

Clean Water Action Plan | 1,200 1,229 1,420 1,368 1,420 1,679 1,870 | 1,998 | 2431

source: A Report of the Council on Environmental Quality, A Healthy Environment for the 21st Century, April 2000
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2 1. New York City s water supply system
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The Chesapeake Bay & its Watershed

8 2. New York City' s water supply system.
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