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Measurement of the Flying Characteristics of HDD Slider
Air Bearing Using AE Signal

Jae Jic Kim and Tae Gun Jeong

Key Words :

Acoustic Emission(2- 3% %), Hard Disk Drive(3} =t 221 Z2}o] H), Flying Height(F

A3 o)), Take-Off Velocity(©] 5 £ &), Air Bearing(& 7] ¥ o] &)

Abstract

The AE measurement is one of the most convenient methods for detecting contacts between the slider and
the disk. The AE method has been widely used in the investigation of the tri bology of sliding interfaces due to
its convenience. We examined the relationship between the AE signal and the flying height of a slider. We
investigated the influence of the disk linear velocity on the AE rms signal by using the AE measurement
system. The experiment also gives the relationship between the take -off velocity and the disk surface

conditions. To investigate the behavior of the slider turther, the variances of the AE signals are analyzed. The

experimental results indicate that the increase in the magnitude of the AE rms signal does not necessarily

mean the slider/disk contacts.
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Fig. 1 Schematic of subambient pressure slider

Table 1 Dimensions of slider

Taper 0.25mm
Recess 3.9mm
Taper Height 3.5um
Length (A) 0.03mm
Depth (A) [.6um
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Fig. 2 Schematic of the experimental set-up
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Fig. 4 AE rms signal vs. spindle motor speed
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Fig. 5 AE rms signal vs. disk linear velocity

7y
L | Diskradius 28.90mm 1} 414
© '@ B Diskradius 28.90mm 23 27
i a
5 L)

AE rms( voltage )
w N
a2

[

!t
a N

a
| gu?
el TYTTTL L LLLA

0 5 10 15 20 25
Disk tinear velocity( m/sec)

Fig. 6 AE rms signal vs. disk linear velocity

2

A g

32 ClA3 mHAMefo}
&etolrl o|F&E(take-off velocity)d] AHoJE
AE Aag 57t FEadee v A4
2§ g dgn Y, AFNXY AL E
o fa3 AEE 290 misec ZHANA &dojr]y
o FEHE HASE AL U £ Ut 3.1 A

£20|] O|&E X

e TYHe TG AT H HHE AH A
A9 mHAHY =99 u]:sﬁ g o83 ®
U 9¥E dotEE 4SS ANk

Fig. 69 12} 49L& 3040 Aa9s &
dstA AAlg Ao} o) A& Fig 49 o
3 44 289 mm oA 9] AE Aagh a9 ujwm
g o & zolE YehlA] T 1 olfE 600
~7800 rpm & £ W9 oAM= dAE A4
e djfe] FEIF FAdgelE 27 g £4T
Ao T2z ez EFsn FANE A
WSkeA] kol AL dAIMN FFo AE HEFH Al
Tt A oz wadHg,

22 APL 2407800 pme] FF HAEE WY
oA Aason, NEE 182 misec BoA |
2 AFEG B2 AR HAR AFE ez gl
L2 ol AEFA Seholr ulgo] &
g Fulvlold o] 2Lsix] %3 A sadojny
23 Atololl A ZHE A FEol B wE
ojtt Zdlolt/tAae YA HEL UAg
B EA8le v EEH(asperity)E A A}
W1 (bumishing) EHE wBA o HE
243 MUY BfE g0y o|FS5EE ¥
ARE A HJA ojFLEY ol &gt
ojtj/fjx72] Egto]lERA A%ol 9L ulx
T8 QAolt) ojB& e HLsle £l
teol FEALE dHE A2 AHHY o]
/maay 45 e daAAFTDS

33 _Tl_.d\_o:io:lol HALALER 2M

3.1%é° ot tlza dE&ma
AE Aag Asrt Foistvdzb oAl 7
:1': gt dukAow= Mixy
Fo)7} F743al 1o wel AE 4 2
AdtE oz A st 44 0431
A=A ZFe dis] $93 xAA
AEE A& B Ad) B o) wel AE M Aol
©@xZAIVE Ya Sttt gassiE .
ol% Ze AANE 7y Hd 53] AE N5 9
S7t7F &eld/t 2] HEo) od AIAE
P37l A8 AE YA S(raw signal) =3, AE 9
2zl Fae B4 AE HEDY BAHN 58
T8kl v}.

i_J_VLr-tm:L

fr = Fir

o

&
E1R=s

-1,..’

a
=]
T o

y

Abe
L

Lol g mlo

As
&

7&}%



AE A58 o] &3 HDD &dojr] F7ivojsde] BAde) &3 1395
a !
3 {2) 0.908m feec 0.08 .
_% i :E‘ 004 :
8 ° s
‘u ! !
E " 0.02 ‘
4
-4
¢ - vy
PR (6) 1.27m frec Ye, ‘A”"B\’o v a0 o
é f [ '9’(%/ Frequency( kHz)
1 Y
» "’
L I Fig. 8 Power spectrum of AE raw signal for various
2 disk linear velocities
-4
. - 332 AE Mz 9 Falg B4
3 (0 267mpee Fig. 8% 2# I = Fig. 79 AE 93] g
£ f ] 79 "\‘*’“Ea(power spectrum)o] ., 23 A&
E o 0.908 misec 8] AE B EX Fu(78, 89, 98,
g 2 157, 194, 225 kHz)ol M 7F A&7 Yehdes 2448 B
] F U AEE 127 misec 9 3¢ A EZ- A
T 7 ARl M4 0908 mysec oA 9 A 2
(4) 23.60m Acc %_]i]ﬁ]'{f Fabgo] AlZ7E gl e AS
2 5 Q¥ adzed A nEd Fuso

AE vaw signal{ vokage )

o Q.000% 0001 00015 Q.002 0.0025

Titme( sec )

Fig. 7 AE raw signal for various disk linear velocities

33.1 AE |3

Fig. 72 %719 W4HUE7}F 100~300 kHz <
e pastd 1ps BHOE AE QA3 E A%
Aot Fig. (), b)= %719 o|5g& 2H7} 40
dB, 20 dB ¥ WA § HIeln} Fig. 7(@a)e Sotol
dioaae] Ad%AA FF o2 s FHE AE
A5 g BFI Qlrh Fig 7(0)2) HH A AE 3
42 F(burst signal)T= M= 1.27 misec A 7HE
HA AEo] AT UFE vrhdt sgtold
AR BET)H S P E B &

F7dlol ol g3t &) wEelth Fig.

Hr HT g
%o

709 R 4T Fered dze dHE A
FaEiel Setolr 38 et Fig. 7(d)olA

L Fig. 7%} 2] e dele AE AZE
it Rlout ol#g Alg el FHol Fekojri/y]
230 AEe] 9% RAAA olld thE Ao
93 AAAE oby BEW)

AB7F LAEE olfrE T Ao UlE AE 24
AAHAYFo] FYdrl wEolth H&EE 0908
m/sec AN E Eetolre] d&HQl HFo] LA
o, ME% 1.27 misec oAM= A HFo] W
Ao e, Ftoltet tjarae HFoge
29 B ddd J¢S Ha gleh

AE A &g AE7 7B @A dAHE a3z
MEE 3.63 mysec T+HA AitE e 2HEFY
& e} ol wjg o} 7H ro)x ¢
é g Z7MAFY wel a3 A4S 23.6 misec

Fubg A4 EL 100 kHz Tﬂoi AE8 d=
A FNEE B 5 Stk
M& 236 misec 2 100 kHz ol AFH T4
AE(92, 101 kHz)S Sdejd/tlazs HEor
AE MR 0908 3 1.27 misec o Wik At
T HEaY &3 nAPE 7]U3E 150 kHz ©]
Aol M7} L‘rEMZl etk ol2g E#é“ﬂ
txag Mezo udgddoiqe AR 4azk 4
9 Frhe Edfolol/A39 FHFo| ofd E+-?—:
Aol 93 RS 4 F UG-

o

_CL_L.

333 AE AMEZ Mo BAH
E AYPL oA w3 289 mm, 5% IHEE
60~7800 rpm 4] A H o™, Fig. 9a)E EWU AE
AEZ Az Hugho] ofF B& A& FIhoA



1396 7 A
12,00 ; -
{a) AE rms signa!{
ES
% x
g 8.0
[
>~
-
%
B e
ﬁ 4
'S4
i\ ot

*
LT T IORP  o

{b} AE rms variance

Variance

0 5 10 15 20 25
Disk linear velocity( m/sec )

Fig. 9 Relationship between AE rms and AE variance
at disk radius 28.9 mm

BARS 4 Ak 23U 60300 pm(AEE
0.182~0.908 m/sec)d] ATzt A= AE HNEZ
Az A7E AR YA YEE S Fig 9(b)

o] W FAEE B ¥ 5 Auh AE A F 9
A&} upRIEA R o] Xi*‘—:r”“ﬂ A Eetold gt
Hage A& FFo] dojds ¢ 5 <t
Hol AE HEZ ANBZRFE Solh olFL&n
A Y HEFIAME AE AEY ANEU ez
A Zaslea g 7oA sEA BAlo)
o] 2P & & 4 vk 7 HU HEL Fig 7(b)
o @e EFRAHQ HANZE BN YR
of Fig. byl Mo} Ze] AE Hag 259 BA3k
o] of FhofiA of-¢ A YelA ")
OJE&LE o]F9 HERUAME Loty
HHE BYoZ AR HEY} AL L o BAg
EF 9 £AE v g dag Ass
10 m/sec o]l M= AE HEF NI F7rskn
Rl%tﬂ o] R E Babgte WA el
I Adnh wepA, o] 4‘~E%17P°ﬂ*1t = OIH/El
"*ﬂ«l HAEH 22 & sdtolt] &5 ¥
oALtA] g3 flr‘?— AFHQ olFE AE HFho]
7ttt B £ Qv d4 458 £ dE o)
FREE T2 %Hﬂoia‘ow DAY= AE o At

pschs

$4 Agel
F Qe 75 Bolyel Jg o

R

R !
9 .
8 b
I i A Without disk [
7 mwithdisk .
i
—_ ! 4
£ ‘
£ s st
]
7. 4
E i B
= »
= 3 ‘
< [

- o~
-

ul
o mmuuaRERT . . S

Q 1000 2000 300C 4000 5000 6000 7000 8000

Spindle motor speed( rpm )

Fig. 10 AE rms signal from spindie ball bearing

34 % E2HjoiZo) ¥y

T5 SRS AE ABY BAE BH F&
EBe 234 Al AE AEAR AE5 o1
£ 7 Aok 28y 338 nsgge 2
”EH THE T ASFNE d&HY 2=
A o] wAFE wH n&FbME
gotoltl/iza F&e] dojuix gEnE AL
¢ AT B AP FF Buoiygol M
A EdejA 5AEE AE A3 mAE 9
shotstr] s M=)

Fig. 10 & 5 EujojYer] @A== AE 2
B AEE el glen 7 agEe ZéOﬂ
dlemaa og8e st A6 gl Aot 1
YA e AL EHBH 549 Helt. & %Hi

p

0

=

Aol W AL AE@ 45 252 9
A AE AR a4 e 91 2]
AT} F2 Bwlojgel A wAHE AE AER A
57t 27 dEo] FFE7)9) o5gkS 12 4B B
F SR 3 BulofYeld ARE AR A

B AEE Fig. 10 oA HE RAAY ﬂxdﬁi
A AA 23 FH9 ez Frlstn Ao

olg} o] FFellA WAFE AR NZ7} o A9
AoA B5HE n&Gdq Y AE AEH F0t
o] AAJAAE wHly] A F5 AE A5 A
3 AFFERE F MAZ AATdY Ag qREs
gpetat it

F 7HA o

EAHAT

A3

2E e o, Fig 11 9

12} AR 2% Bulold o oAz 5 2o

oY - &olt] » AE A4

2z A=



AE A3 E o] &3 HDD &glold

uspension
Holder

Translation stage

s
Source(Spindle mator ball bearing)

Ly

Clean bench floor
A3H=(2)

Fig. 11 Propagation paths of AE signa! from the spindie
ball bearing to the sensor

3401 1% GIMNAR BY

12 AN AZE B AHE WA 7] sk A
2WA/H 23 HEAEE HAAG B e F
% H&Ma’oﬂ*ﬂ AE AE AE7 A 34
9 t%*:i Lo A Etolty/tiAa Aol F
7\l ® & %sﬂ And ¢ A=ANE U387 A
g Aolth. F7ido]E 7EH<] gl AE|AA AE
AZ7F 9 A Ad=HE=AE dolrr] Ha &
ot & AlAstA /\1*%*.*44 o223 Ateld AHA
Z Adlg e 3 AE A4S A2 @0

Fig. 128 tlzzeh M2 Atolo] HAZof
e AE AAI 2EE Uehlz e, ¢
Aol Agade i Yege BodFa gl A
HE 0.73~3.63 m/sec T7HA AE AEZ NEE
8% F7HE Bolal vk 3.63~18.15 misecd] T
e A& 91“%1 F7hehe AE HAWE Yedz
dow, °l ;me oA FAstm gt
ak i«l Fae L3P

.._am'

v

Mzdrgzae #5AE ' o3
oA Hehd uEHFHN A2 AE @_;uk e
% BulojPelA ”“E%l AE 2139 Mol 7]
g !

A

e

4 4 Stk B Fig 10

5 BulojgonRE LAEE AE Aagk
22 4 %‘Eﬂi *7} b=l Wb Fig 129)
AE Jagt AsE A g e T3S B
Fi ULBE 1A GAAZRE AE M%7t A3
Ha et A& ¢ 5 ok

342 2% AP ZE BN
Fig. 13& o442 29 7} X HoA AE HEH]
AZE F4% doHE RAFau Iy dAA=E

719018 BAEH 54 1397

AE rms(vokage )

. Ve . SN e
aQ 5 10 15 20 25

Disk linear velocity(m/sec)

Fig. 12 Point contact between the suspension and the disk

AE rms( voktage )

9

8

7

8

5
|

4

3

20

1

0

2000 3000 4000 5000  600C

L= = S
0 1000 7000 8000
Spindte motar speed( spm )

Fig. 13 AE rms signal at several places

25 % dA(clean bench) HlE, 4F 2wjeolXx
3 A& EdEz pAEd. dAEE 29
€ HIAME Sgteld/mizzm Qe Holxg
& ZEHoE AAS e }rE Hadde
Wz Ay

a% Aol wietelAl S H AE A13E Fig
108 #A v &EA Jdepva ok zed A
& 2eolX g Madd &y FEAME Ao
& TN M 3 HolH g BAFH
At Ao AHE T & & %ol #5 By
olgo A HAE AE A EE ulurxe AnEA
g 4E 2HolAE BddtE e A 2

FEd d#Hoz FFH Edoigox wag
AE A3E 23 dEERE AG4E 5+ L8
& 5 Aok

1, 2;_()' Qﬂ)é}'%‘i ‘Er‘/}j @El} ‘%‘% Eﬁﬂo‘]%loﬂl\']
YAE ABE A2 Fuldl BRFg AE AA7t
2 oL HERLE HIEHR ¥ o 5 gtk

b gF oA Aol BE2H m&3)
Aol AE A&g F7hs £F 2oy R}
oJgt Zo} ol 2 o 2% AHojate A
2¢ ud + Uk

APA0E 298 2E nE30M AE A

2l
g 37 9992 47 B 4 s AL 37
oz Al FsE FAo]



1398 EER

7hR s d@Adolth o] sheAe oW &eolr/
23 ZFPAMe= nETI AE HE
WAISEA] ek Aol At A7 H A
2 =tk E A7) G2 B Z93

2] FAMolEd HAE GRe
= AxA A BoAelRY FyL
Ho) glo} o] AAE APHom: Huis
7] gRol FAALE B 2 AR
% O Hol4 1 A ga) FEd,

OZ‘JHUHJJH
e

35 J(doiel Hgt
aHgAolMe) AE 2& =7

g gle ® AUy e 7 l HoAZE
3 setojrie] 7hejAl= FAHT o] 7}
a9 odolA AE Aol F7Isitrt A
e d¥EARRH AUHPY dxa =
dge gz MExd vHHiA FtEAR
gojr el RAEols taza MEkd
A% FolABR2 gA HEE oldelMe YA
F39 Gl FAFol Aeal s AHol
&2 Zolx A 458 5 ok

Aok Fe FBE UFHI A 1€ &
olt} FIWoly #HA 7|8 o] gt tjxA9)
€ Vel F de Ay z2ddd HE <ol
e AFE FAANYT 94719 Ade 9
A Y23 &3¢ webrie gy A &
€ 3 AEdedg 7Ivter
Dl*a B9 3, gz E, F59 3

T BF &gojy FriWogd 9%E =
B QAECY tad Y FFe Ui
W—}( Al A7 A d2aE 23FAE 4 A
D Rer FAEHEY 74 dxdvig O g4y
717 g2, gaae] dEe JALEEs ot
Hell wet 2 AFo] MYPHeog Frleta 53
AP&= oM e Zeiy axtel ueh widdg
Hoz |73 F7Hdd. 53 FF IAH:
239 nHAFF7E dAFH T bl
3 & JEQ Fo] TAERA €Y o] fia
AEE F2 FF BWdYY B3 U, 9&
) iRk Aok e dAEE A AA G
AMeE AL B d79 HaE Wojv=r ¥
Ao e tlam FHY F3E ARITFE
g ZEFORA og Fe JAAREY o
F& AT

o4y FF9 taz FId diE &epolrl

[t
fo
g

N
:

it
wr

o](‘

¢

RN I N

2o 0 P rlo o oF

- Ny
2

o

o&ﬂ
;2

o

4 iz Lo

Rogolsl &etoly F7|Wol® ¥ 2 (resultant) ]
HE 5E Adgozy tad MEnrt &gl
Hol malE 9%E FHGY

7}

° Fetolte) 5%

WAA AE AlZE SN 7= A4S HHE7)]
el Fridlelge] FHy FrvjRodeE o) F
7iwjoi g e MEo] Tastt

O3 259 AE2 40 nmo) A 200 nm7} A
WA H D MEwe] Fae U =x9 3
& [ mmol A 18 mm7AA] WA R AEEe] g
K

o) oidt FF9 HAL 2 mmE AAAIL
FHloldg FEPY. © X &

Z7oiRel

gl o3 Aa4 AAE Fig
S B4 $9908 ARG 4 A% BE AT
of el FvIwold FA AEHZo] Zﬂﬂq

7t 7‘*3}“ A7}E BaFEm gt} o] A=
SddoM AR HAF AE7h F7E7t cw
Dadts ARE RAE 2A¥ARG 2 oA
B & ek

F7idolE gge WFAEY A7) vlAa
279 AZ Hol o BAHI WEEY
Aoigtol Ui d&Exe faa 229 33
of o3 AFATE AL % & Ak Fig 148 B
W Oad 29 A&l Ao ugh 2z ¥
o] gopdel wel FrIwioly §Ho) MENE

o] AXct w tlad I BAFo] FolAFE
7} sop

A WAF Dot HEE

Peak to peak (10° kgf' )

0 2 40 Y] 80 100 120 140 160
Disk linear velocity (mvser)

Fig. 14 Fluctuation of air bearing force for various disk
waviness conditions



e
r2
-
2
2

& olgate] &eteln
2uA e, 0y

e ofd
o ~
I,
b o
H o
M ex to
I
t
-4
N
2
> © uE
>
]
>,
ol
5@
>
}Oi

s
Ak d¥e 9 1%%17&
o] et/
Ho)go] dFo] ojld g & F U
U B @ide 4REnE FReR Bl
EolAq Bt T7IHE T
AR e FAANE FTH 2
B d7elMe 484 A4
?SH U} S e AEL YA ¥

ez
& e
)I?L
T
s
<:'[)1J
N
o

b
o
N
ke

N

(1) L&A AE Hdagk Aae E7he
°IE1/E¥¢EL-°4 HE 7118 Fof oha o

a}
Ho A% mel G E Frido]He] JE

% BHlojHoA BAHE AE AEe A
284 Zrle -‘%’*A‘&loﬁl-& AE AlX7tA] Aot E
AR Sl

o) WEASY 27E g2
2 s o g A

(1) Liew, T. Y. F, Chai, M. C., Weerasooriya, S., and
Low, T. S., 1997, “Head-Disk Interaction of Proximity
Sliders Studied by the Acoustic Emission Probe, the
Dynamic Flying Height Testers, and the Laser Doppler

Vibrometer,” [EEE Transactions on Magnetics, Vol. 33,

No. 5, pp. 3175~3177.

o]£-§ HDD &etolr) FrjdielH e RAtate 373

1399

(2) Liu, Y, Jiaa, C. L., and Eltoukhy, A., 1997,
“Acoustic Emission Study of Lubricant Effect on
Proximity Contact Recording,” JEEE Transactions on
Magnetics, Vol. 33, No. 5, pp. 3160~3162.

(3) Jeong, T. G. and Bogy, D. B., 1989, “Natural
Frequencies of Sliders and Transducers Used to Detect
Slider-Disk  contacts,” [EEE  Transactions on
Magnetics, Vol. 25, No. S, pp. 3725~3727.

(4) Kishigami, J., Ohkubo, T., and Koshimoto, Y., 1990,
“An  Experimental Investigation of Contact
Characteristics Between a Slider and Medium Using
the Electrical Resistance Method,” IEEE Transactions
on Magnetics, Vol. 26, No. 5, pp. 2205~2207.

(5) Kita, T., Kogure, K., Mitsuya, Y., and Nakanishi, T.
1980, “New Method of Detecting Contact Between
Floating-Head and Disk,” IEEE Transactions on
Magnetics, Vol. 16, No. 5, pp. 873~875.

{6) Benson, R. C., Sundaram, R., and Talke, F. E., 1988,
“A Study of Acoustic Emission from the Slider/Disk
Interface in a 5 1/4 Inch Hard Drive,” Tribology and
Mechanics of Magnetics Storage System, ASLE special
publication, Vol. 5, pp. 87~93.

(7) McMillan, T. C., Swin, R. C., and Talke, F. E., 1995,
“Investigation of Slider Take-Off Velocity Using the
Acoustic Emission Frequency Spectrum,” [EEE
Transactions on Magnetics, Vol. 31, No. 31, pp. 2973~
2975.

(8) Suk, M., Bhushan, B., and Bogy, D. B., 1990, “Role
of Disk Surface Roughness on Slider Flying Height
and Air-Bearing Frequency,” [EEE Transactions on
Magnetics, Vol. 26, pp. 2493~2495.

9y olgRl, Adl2, 2000, “#ojH W ot
Mt W@ HEfxa Setoldd ¥y B
A e AR =EdA), A 24 E, A 10 5,
pp. 2646~2653.

(10)Khurshudov, A. G. and Talke, F. E., 1998, “A Study
of Subambient Pressure Tri-Pad Sliders Using
Acoustic Emission,” ASME Journal of Tribology, Vol.
120, pp. 54~59.

(11)Khurshudov, A. G. and Talke, F. E., 1997,
“Investigation of Proximity Recording Sliders Using
Acoustic Emission,” Proceedings of the International
Conference on Micromechatronics for Information and
Precision Equipment, pp. 439~442.

(12) ARF, g, FH4, Gz, 2001, “F 7))
013‘ E34E 223 HDD MAdAd Alxge] E

g4 554 AR =RF@A), A 25
i‘i, A} 2 &, pp. 198~205.



