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Bullectomy Using 2 mm Videothoracoscope in Primary
Spontaneous Pneumothorax

Yuen Jae Lee, M.D.*, Cheul Park, M.D.*, Han Yong Kim. M.D.*, Byung Ha Yoo, M.D.*

Video assisted thoracoscopic bullectomy has brought us the relief of postoperative pain and
wound infection,cosmetically good results, short hospital admission and early return to
society. Especially, we have tried to decrease operative wound minimally for better cosmetic
results by using 2 mm videothoracoscope. From November 18, 1999 to April 19, 2000, we
have performed 20 cases of video-assisted thoracoscopic bullectomy using 2 mm video-
thoracoscope in primary spontaneous pneumothorax surgically indicated without conversion to
open thoracotomy. Operative wound was almost similar to that in closed thoracostomy. The
lesion of primary spontaneous pneumothorax was localized and pleural adhesion was absent
or not severe. Thus, we cauld perform bullectomy using 2 mm videothoracoscope in primary
spontaneous pneumothorax and decrease operative wound.

(Korean Thorac Cardiovasc Surg 2001;34:260-3)
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Table 1. Preoperative patients profile

Table 2. Operative findings

Characteristics Number
Age 1751 1.2 years old
cMale: Female 17: 3

Fig. 1. Picture showing bullectomy using 2 mm videothora-
coscope
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Division Subdivision ' ~ ~Number(cases)
LUL 13
Sites of bulla RUL 7
Others 0
<lem 5
Size of bulla 1-3cm 15
>3em 0
1 6
Number of bulla 2-5 14
>5 0
Isites 2
Number of pleural adhesion 2sites 2
Total 4

LUL, Left upper lofe; RUL, Right upper lofe

Fig. 2. Postoperative picture after 1 month
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Table 3. Operative results

Classifications Number

Operative time 54.8 1.13.2 minutes

Duration of postoperative air leakage <1 day
Du(;:;s:ng postoperative chest tube 54+ 1.4 days
Duration of postoperative admission 7.4+2.0 days
Postoperative complication 1 case
Postoperative recurrence 1 case
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