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Time-Spatial Characteristic of Earthquakes in Korean
Peninsula since Choseon Dynasty
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Abstract : Recent studies on the active fault in the southeastemn area have aroused us the interest about tectonic
movements in Korea, regarded as the stable land. We have examined the records of earthquake in the Royal chronicle
of Choseon Dynasty, which has extreme credibility in terms of correct documentation about historical facts. Using the
data in the Royal chronicle and the 20th C instrumentally recorded data, the periodicity and locational distribution of
the occurrence of the earthquake in the Korean Peninsula were analyzed during the last six hundred years. As a result,
the occurrence of the earthquake in the Korean Peninsula has a regular time-spatial pattern and repeats the active and
latent periods every 100~ 150 years, mostly on the areas of western Pyeongan Basin, Ogcheon metamorphic belt
and Gyungsang Basin.
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