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Egor FAlo A2 v JpRES YasdozR E v
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O 22 a9E 23FY AoV Benjamin, 1991, pp. 179-180).

5 ABITEE WaA) ek
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e ofu] 248-g olFslH ARE AL E43 JUSS A
Aol 252 R A AREL FoldozN 50| ARS Ak}
= AH8he 1 AASE gohllof @it} o] FAIHo)n E5F
EE ARES AR A dAR e WAE BAolghs 344 Zgogt
ele 2 oln) o g AMES AwAsks dY Bo|u)

I3 EgA7] o] d nRL 2 E Ao EXE r158HF uy
= A Hime]R] 7158 Yutol) gig RAolgkn By)E ojFc) 4
AL, <FTee>o Rarels} Bury)s wid Radee] £
BE2 71E8 NGB &) A9 7158 dnstn )k <7
7>l S AR 14 P9o ujF Rarele] RMg 158
A 49 34 Ao 220907} B, Ak AEE AHRSe) ®
2 I ARFES A A 298 28Ul J)5ou, 543 AIggE
AEshe AL AA AFS Yehle 7150t 3 Al sz

10 <Y Aol A2 AL BIARIE BAT H=ES] fRE EE
3l <o]u]x|8} AL (Rhétorique de limage. Communications 4, 1964, pp. 40-51)
< BP2717} 4% T 8-S BoRd
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Bourdieu and Photography

A Critical Review of Bourdieu's Works in the Sociology of Photography

Hyoung Il Joo
(Yeungnam University)

Bourdieu is one of the few social science researchers who were in-
terested in photography. Bourdieu's work on photography appears prin-
cipally in two books: Un art moyen: Essai sur les usages sociaux de la
photographie(1965) and La distinction(1979). In these books, Bourdieu
analyzes the role of photography in the family life of peasants and small
town and urban dwellers. He shows how different classes and groups
express their esthetic worldview in response to different photographs and
photographic styles. What Bourdieu analyzed is not just photography
but ways of photographing and ways of looking at pictures. Through
these analyses, Bourdieu explores the social definition of photography.
Bourdieu's ideas on photographic practice in social life are as follows.
First, the photography, especially family photography generally prac-
ticed, has the integrative function. It recreates the group by ritualizing
and solemnizing the important moments of social life in which the
group reaffirms its unity. Second, the photography as esthetic practice
in search of legitimacy as a fine art becomes a means by which different
classes are pitted against each other. Each of classes gives its own
meaning to photographic practice. Despite its originality and persuasive
power, Bourdieu’s work on photography has its own limits. The data
used by Bourdieu are 35 years old and relevant to European social life.
Things has changed since. First, the technological improvement and
innovation in photography was considerable. Cheap and good photogra-
phic materials, easy to operate, made photographic practice everybody's
everyday activity. New media like camcorder and digital camera made
photography one of the industrial discards like jukebox. It means that
photography does not function as important means of distinction
between classes any longer. The integrative function of the photography
becomes more ambiguous too. Second, the esthetic status of the
photography has changed. The family photography was already integra-
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ted into fine art. Photography is not a middle-brow art any more.
Bourdieu's work on photography shows how photography was used by
different social classes in European social life of the 1960's. His work
is historically and geographically limited. Moreover, his work was
ordered by the french affiliate of Eastman Kodak Company. And all
along the analysis, Bourdieu didn't hide his intention of distinguishing
his sociological method from the other methods, especially psychological
one. These mean that Bourdieu's work was done in a specific context,
for specific purposes. In this respect, Bourdieu's work on photography,
like every sociological work, can not claim to be universal.

[Keywords: Bourdieu, photography, esthetics, semiotics, art, habitus,

distinction]



