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<Abstract>
A Study of Locke's Concept of Freedom of Speech as
Proprietorship

Jong-dae Moon
(Dongeui University)

This thesis discussed the nature of freedom of speech with emphasis
on Locke's theory of social contract. First, I examined the nature of
freedom of speech induced from Locke's social contract, and argued that
the nature of Locke's freedom of speech exists on the self-ownership of
humans. Secondly, I studied how Locke's right of self-ownership was
related to the right of freedom of speech and how it is realized in civil
society. I could analyze how freedom of speech was actualized with un-
equality in the social relations. Thirdly, I investigated how Locke's
possessive freedom of speech was materialized in the market society. I
tried to find out the nature of freedom of speech actualization in the
capitalist market society. Finally, I studied to what extent the state of
Locke could intervene the freedom of speech and reconsidered the
meaning of Locke's limit of natural right in modern society. Con-
clusively, Locke's notion of Natural Right and Law of Nature have
greatly influenced contemporary idea of free speech. His idea helps
understand the position of liberal democratic speech. It also shows well
the relation of freedom of speech and Natural Right and has helped
us understand freedom of speech in terms of the position of the right
of property.
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