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A Comparative Study on UN Convention on the Rights of the
Children and the Korean Child Welfare Law

Prof. Lee, Hys=-Won

‘Dept. of Sccial Welfare, Sung Xcng Hoe University

The puraose of this study is to monitor the implementation of UN Convention on
the Rights of the Children (CRC) and to find out new directions for the proriction o
the children's rights in Korea. Based on the module of International Save the
Children Alilance (1993 sbout the chidren's righis and the Indicators of Korean
Children's Wellbeing (Korean Couneil for Children’s Rizhts, 1998;, the revised Korean
chiid wefare law (20000 as 2 related domestic law has compared with the 54 articles
of CRC 1939},

The results of this study are analyzed as follows: The Korean child welfare law
has only Z articles on the civil and political rights of the children in special need
and negects the economic, social and cultural rights of the general children at
home. In consequence the Korean law has few survival rights of the general
chiidren for securing their adequafe living standards and supplementing their
parents role. And it limits only to the development rights of the children in specia
need, therefore. it neglects the genera. children's rights fo information, play and
leisure, cultural activides. Above all, it has only 2 artices on the articipation
rights of the children in special circurastances. On the other hand, based on the
Indicators of Korean Children's Wellbeing, the collected data sav that the budget
for the child welfare is onlv 1. 12 % of the total budget of the ministry of the health
and welfare and its 98, 28% is for the children in substitutional care. Based on the
results, Implications for pracice and future research are discussed, and new

directions for the aromoticn of the children’s rights are also suggested.



