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A Study on the Effectiveness of Therapy Dog Assisted Program
through Repeated Interventions for the Autistic Children

Shin, Sung-Ja
(Associate Professor of Social Welfare Dept. Kyungpock Naticnal Univ. )

This study concerns therapeutic effects and long-term effects of Therapy Dog
Assisted Program (TDAP) on autistic children. Subjects participating in this study
are two groups of Korean elementary school boys of the same age (twelve years
old) ¢ an experimental group and a controlled group of equal number of children {six
children in total). The thirteen different sessions of the first infervention and eight
different sessions of the second intervention were performed over six months (from
April 20th to October 27th, 2000). Two standard instrument{ASIEP, E-CLAC) are
used as major instruments in order to evaluate the effectiveness of TDAF.

Evidene from the present study indicates that the children participating in TDAF
program achieved a greater degree of improvement in their social interaction in
comparison with the counterpart. The present study also demonstrates that, in
general, the effectiveness of TDAP somewhat decreased after the termination of
TDAP with some exceptions. However we also found that the effectiveness of

TDAP were maintained in the some behavioral area such as bowing to teacher,
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play for cooperation with peers, which activities were sufficiently offered TDAP to
the children.

The questions of possible influence of parental support and other family
background of each individual autistic child on the effect and long-term effect of
TDAP need to be addressed in future study.



