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MYOEPITHELIOMA ON PALATE

Kye-Young Lee, Kyong-In Min, Ju-Hyun Lee, Soo-ll Cheung, Chul- Hwan Kim
Dept. of Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery, Dept. of Dentistry, Fatima Hospital Taegu, Korea

Myoepithelioma is histologically composed exclusively of myoepithelial cells. Myoepithelial cells are present in the major and minor
salivary glands. Salivary gland neoplasms that frequently contain myoepithelial cells are the pleomorphic adenoma, adenoid-cystic car-
cinoma, and epithelial myoepithelial carcinoma of intercalated duct origin. Neoplasms composed exclusively of myoepithelial cells are
rare. Myoepitheliomas may be composed of spindle-shaped cells, plasmacytoid(hyaline) cells, or combination of both in varying pro-
portions. A case is reported of plasmacytoid myoepithelioma with ultrastructural confirmation, together with reviews of the English lit-

erature.
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(B)
Fig. 1. A: Oral view showing a well-circumscribed palatal mass in the left hard palate and soft palate B: Computed tomographic scan showing
tumor on left palate.

(B)

Fig. 2. A : Complete extirpation B : Contralateral palatal rotation flap.
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Fig. 4. Photomicrograph showing the plasmacytoid myoepithelial cells and (HE stain, A:x20,
B: X 150).
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Fig. 5. Immunohistochemical stain.(A: S-100, B: Cytokeratin, C: SMA)

Table 1. Reported Cases of myoepithelioma of minor salivary gland origin with Ultrastructural or histochemical confir-

mation

Age Sex Site Cell Type
Kahn and Schoub 17 F Hard palate Plasmacytoid
Luna et al 30 F Hard palate Spindle
Sciubba and Goldstein 22 M Palate Plasmacytoid
Nesland et al 18 F Palate Plasmacytoid
Barnes et al 24 F Hard palate Plasmacytoid
Thompson et al 23 M Oral floor Plasmacytoid
Enomoto et al 57 F Soft palate Plasmacytoid
Ellyn and Gnepp 8 F Soft palate Plasmacytoid
Kawabe et al 53 M Soft palate Plasmacytoid
Kanazawa et al 42 F Hard palate Plasmacytoid
Present case 14 F Palate Plasmacytoid
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