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‘We are not merely designing a house here, we have
designed a new fife in a new world Mies van der Rohe, 1886-1969

QOur houses have changed through time and in
this century where urbanization has speeded up, especially in the
last 50 years gualitative and quantitative progress has been
prominent. A type of house and its changing surely reflects the
thought and ideas of that time and development.

The ‘urbanized Korean traditional houses’
which had been prevailing up to the 1960's are barely catching on
to that string of traditional life style and mentality. But now they
have become such a rare species that we would have to put
them in to field of national security. Till this moment a wise
solution of working out the problem between conservation and
development has not been found. It has become an antique for
those who like to wander around the alleys for something
interesting and peculiar.
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Westernization, which was the luxury for the
rich, at some time became a sudden popular thing that came into
the lives of ordinary people who dreamt of ‘a picture-like house on
the green fields". Everyone worked hard to achieve their dreams
of a victorian house inside the woods or that sharp-edged house
besides the lake. The thought about tradition was put to side at
that moment. Those who developed the urban type Korean
traditional houses were now focusing on the so called ‘French
Houses’ or the ‘mini two story houses’ and easily met the
demands of the people. Consequently, these types of houses filled
our city and formed one to the most prevailing structure in the
cityscape.

At these moments “apartments’ suddenly
dominated all kind and has stayed as if it were the best solution
for housing problems. In the last year Dong-a newspaper an
article stated that the number of apartments has exceeded the
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number of single houses.

These apartment houses, which are the
consequences of economic profits and the logic of maney, have
constantly been criticized of its abnormal influences on society. it
has been the main site of poor construction, and the main causes
of the destruction of nature and the cityscape. Even there has
been so many and constant complaints and criticism that
apartments were not following the laws of living but the laws of
money and vanity, They have outnumbered the traditional single
building houses which had been prevailing for such a long time in
just forty years. '

This fact makes us wonder if there isn't another
alternative housing in today’s society and whether these
apartments have already colonized our way of living.

At this moment <Pildang> has opened up a new
possibility. Pildang is an independent house inside the city. ltis in
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the midst of the never sleeping Teheran Avenue. This part of the
city was designated as a housing limited area in the 1960s. But
through these years many buildings have heen stalking in and at
this point there are even rumors that this area will soon be free
from that law. So this tendency of breaking down those one or
two story houses and replacing them with tall buildings could be
said as the time foflowing results.

But Pildang stands here rejecting the flow of
time.

This house showed the possibility of building a
house at the price of an apartment. It is definitely an economic
building. But the point doesn't lie in here. This house also has the
convenience that doesn't lack from an apartment. It has an
adequate mechanic system to erase the worries of maintenance.
The point isn't this convenience either. That as it is an
independent house the values of an independent house is

Korean Architect 2000 08 037
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offered. You can smell the scent of earth, you could yell and
scream as loud as you can without worrying about the neighbors,
you can plant those beautiful flowers and healthy vegetables in
the backyard, and especially that you are not fiving in one house
that looks and functions exactly the same as wha knows how
many houses, which gives you the possibility of as original and
personal home. This isn't the point either. In short the value of the
house isn't that it has both the merits of an apartment and an
independent house. Actually this house could be considered
inconvenient in ways that you have to walk long distances and
that functions are spread apart.

The values that we have to take in to mind is the
values of a city house of this time and this fand, which Pildang is
trying to tell. This house strongly connects the mentality of our
traditional houses and projects it into the values of this time
accompanying the critical and analytical power of the architect
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This is why this house shines amidst others.

The first thing that comes to mind is that the
rooms are all scattered without definite functions named.

There are a couple of rooms that is hard to give
those so commaon names of a room, such as, a living room, dining
room, bedroom. A main room that has the programs of a kitchen,
dining room, living room and a hallway and stairs{lets call it main
room-1 for convenience in this essay} and the other main room
that has the function of a parlor, library and work shop{main
room-2) are those. In traditional architecture rooms are not
named according to function. an-bang, gunneo-bang, daechung-
maru, sarang-bang only tells us the location of the rooms, and
when there are some devices granted it temporarily becomes a
functional room. It seems that this kind of functional characteristic
of traditional houses has been translated or it seems as it has
mixed the functional rooms normative in modern houses, the
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living room, dining room, kitchen, parlor, etc, altogether and then
distributed. This would be the result of de-constructing the
diverse functions of city life and then adequately transforming
them into new realms. It is somewhat very interesting that it has
followed the rules of traditional houses for the basic dividing tools.
The former{main room-1} is the territory for women and the
latter{main room-2} is the territory for men. So you could say each
are the modernized an-chae and sarang-chae. They are facing
each other equally with the ma-dang in between.

The second thing that attracts the eyes is the
ma-dang of this house.

At this time, no one would be unsure to say that
the most significant and fascinating characteristic of our
traditional architecture is the ma-dang. Unlike the patio, atrium or
the plaza/square in western architecture, our ma-dang is not
predetermined in terms of function so that it possesses a
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particular meaning when a particular activity or function is
granted. And these activities and functions change. It is totally an
empty space until a certain activity happens. So very ironically itis
a very modern place possessing serenity, clarity, articulation, the
potential of being filled up and filled with the possibility of being
total.

The ma-dang of Pildang has all of these
features of our traditional architecture. But it has many
differences in the way the ma-dang corresponds spatially,
visually and functionally with the surrounding rooms. It could be
the intention to overcome the limitations of an urban house of only
being able to have one ma-dang or a new interpretation of the
modern family relation. Rooms are placed three dimensionally so
that when one sees the ma-dang from there one experiences
multi-angle views. This can be seen clearly from the south-north
section. Main room-2 looks down at the ma-dang about 1.35m

Korean Architect 2000 08 039
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above it. It can be seen as a revival of the spatial relation hetween
the sarang-bang and the sarang ma-dang, or it can be seen as an
adequate relation with main room-1. Main room-1 lies with almost
the same level with the ma-dang and opens up all the planes that
touches the ma-dang which enables these two to become totally
one spatially. The former is a relation of contemplation, morals
and value. On the other hand, the latter is volunteering, sensitive
and practical relation.

In order to feel this duality a tree is planted.
Unlike the two-dimensional ma-dang a tree is a three dimensional
object changing its looks according to time. This could be seen as
amature ability as an architect and a deep affection for traditional
architecture.

Thirdly, Every room in this house has an outer
space of its own making a pair.

This is not the simple and tedious inner and
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outer space relation, it is the desire to give freedom and self
content to each room. It could be a challenge to the traditional
family sense. The circulation plan of modern houses where the
members of the family meet throughout living is accepted but
there lies also a strong will to keep the individuality of each room.
So to say, the tendency of opening oneself only when wants to is
seen. Then we ask,

“Where is the Romeao of this time?”

Fourth, Pildang has a spatial organization that
can correspond to the changes of future. In ather words, it has an
extra space thatis able of transitional change.

Even though there has been much research on
the prediction of the change of today's city life, it is much faster
than our predictions. As the situation is this, it is hard to leave an
architectural space with one function, the tendency of an
indeterminate, indefinite, neutral, uncommitted and free space is
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something that is natural nowadays.

In this point there are some places in this house
that can be put as individual areas. Especially main room-2 shows
the immediate possibility of being used as an independent office
possessing the idea of a studio house. Furthermore this house
has the spatial composition and scale that can transform by need.
For example, it could be appropriate for an office for a
professional, a foreign residential office, a small urban culture
facilities like a smail museum of performance hall, and a
workshop and exhibition for an artist.

Lastly, the relation of this house and the outer
neighborhood or city is perfectly closed like a castle. It seems as if
itis saying that community sense in urban housing life is no longer
spatial in this time. Our traditional village community was only
valid in the past agricultural life style and is only a sentiment that
we should let go of. The era we live in no longer limits the
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community we live in by time or space. Globalization, which
intends to connect the whole world, and another tendency of
trying to strengthen the political, economical, and cultural
differences and individuality of each country is both happening at
once. These two tendencies are de-constructing the traditional
community values and new communities are being created. And
the internet is the main one that s speeding this up.

But still there remains a question.

Do we now have to leave home-life community
1o other mediums and has urban houses of this ime become just
an oasis in the desert?

In this transitional time where we have to
design a new life in this new time Pildang has accomplished
several values worth scrutinizing. This values will become the
constant energy that will allow change in the way we see urban
houses and offer new aesthetics.
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