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Human Rights and HIV/AIDS

the dawn of the new century, some people opined
— that AIDS is one of the most pressing global issues,
and 1 agree with this view, At the end of 1999, 33.6 million
people were infected with HIV in the world, and 16.3
million already died from the epidemic, However, a
vaccine and a curc are still far from discovery, and it is a
reality that we will have 1o live with HIV for a long time,
While making expanded and coordinated response to
the epidemic, the United Nations has stressed that the
protection of human rights is essential to stop the spread
of HIV/AIDS. Key rights are the rights to information,
education, heaith and non-discrimination, The protection
of these rights allows people to have access to
information and education about HIV; 10 the means of
prevention; and to an environment supportive of
bebaviour change, However, thesc rights have always
been imperfectly realized, Widespread discrimination due
to HIV status has made it impossible for those affected to
make a living for themselves, and to contribute to their
communities, Such discrimination has denied those living
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with HIV, not only their dignity, but also their rights to
employment, education, privacy, housing, social support,
health care, an adequate standard of living, and even their
liberty,

The various HIV-related human rights issucs manifest
themselves in different forms, such as violence against
women, universal freedom of travel and displaced
people. With regard to the universal freedom of travel,
over 50 countries use some form of 1UV-related travel
restrictions. However, there is no valid public health
reason to do so, and such restrictions are not used against
discases that involve similar health care costs. These
provisions affect thousands of people, often forcing (hem
to get tested for HIV and denying their movement or
resulting in their deporation, if found to be HIV positive,

The United Nations has alrcady adopted a number of
resolutions recognizing that the increasing challenges
presented by AIDS require renewed efforts 1o ensure
universal respect for, and observance of, human rights
and fun- damental freedoms for all, It called upon
member countries to ensure that their legislation, policies
and practices respect international human rights standards
and prohibit AIDS-related discrimination,

In Korea, there are about 230,000 migrant workers,
among which more than half are working illegally. These
people are marginalized and most vulnerable to sociai
discrimination and violation of human rights. Many
people still wrongly believe that HIV is a “forcign"
disease and there is widespread ignorance about the
growing risk of contracting HIV locally, Taking this
opportunity, 1 should like to call upon the government,
private sector, and civil society for their renewed
commitment in addressing HIV-related human rights
violation, and further to develop the legal framework for

promoting better living standards of migrant workers,
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