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The Forms of the Special Local Administrative Units
and Cheju’s First Administrative Unit in
Koryo Dynasty

Kim, II-woo

In regard to the political status of Cheju during Koryd Dynasty, it has been broadly discussed
and accepted that Cheju had remained independent or semi-independent as a feudal nation until
the 10th year(1105) of the reign of Sukiong(H§%) or the reign of Yiong($¢5, 1147~1170).

However, in the course of examining various forms of Koryd's administrative units, a new
administrative unit, “Do(B) was disclosed, which would be dassified info the category of the
special administrative units such as Hyang(3F), So(fF) and Bugok(ZFEH).

Like other special administrative units, “Do(E) " was inferior to Gunhyun(ER¥) in its social
political position within Koryd's legislative system and in Cheju's case, it had several distinctions
from those of other islands in having a direct relations;hip with the central government without
going through its upper rank Gunhyun(EGER). Therefore, it can be said that Cheu had been
localized into the central government since the reign of Taep(Xiill), the founder of Kory6é Dynasty
earlier time than we have thought to be.

Generally, the Cheju history research has played a role on disclosing the existence of “Do(k)",
specifically revealing the characteristics of Koryo 's social status system discriminating against people
according to their administrative residence during Kory6 Dynasty.

Overall, both the provincial and national history researches should not be proceeded separatly, as
they are interactive and complementary each other, The specific characteristics of each provincial
history can be distinguishable in the light of the universality of the national history development.
Also, the universality of national history can be better established based on the systematic
understanding on the specific provincial histories developed in each provinces.
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