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Characteristic features of Dolmens without Burial
Chamber Identifiable through those found in
Amchi-ri, Gochang-gun

Kim, Sun-gi

A lot of domens without burial chamber have been brought to the light around Honam
(southwestern provinces of Korea) area, Even though they are commonly dlassified as dolmens of
surrounding  stone type([Ef72%), it seems necessary to put under the category of dolmens
without burial chamber what can be characterized as so-called megalithic monument or altar with
supporting stones arranged sparsely under the colossal cap stone. Most dolmens, basically, have
large cap stones with 4 supporting stones, but some of them with larger cap stones have often
upto 7 supporting stones, Characteristically, the height of pillar-formed supporting stones is 4bcm in
average.

In an investigation into a dolmen which was excavated in Amchi-ri, Gochang-gun together with
6 supporting stones in the circumference and one in the center under the large cap stone believed
to be used as altar or megalithic monument, a piece of red bumished jar, 2 pieces of plain coarse
ware pottery and one crude-form stone ax were dug out above the flooring stones under the cap
stone, pointing to the probability that these items had been buried at the time of burial and,
therefore, the dolmen was definitely a tomb. Considering the fact that articles of the deceased
have been found in about 50% of all dolmens without burial chamber excavated in Honam area
and there are many cases in which dolmens with burial chamber were excavated with no articles
of the deceased, it may be too early to conclude that the dolmens without burial chamber can't be
tombs,

If we presume that the dolmens without burial chamber are tombs as well, the most critical
issue is what kind of bural method was it used. There are almost few data giving any obvious
clues to this issue,

Judging from some examples of wooden coffins found in the Japanese dolmens and some traces

of supports for wooden coffins found in some of dolmens in Korea, we can only assume that
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wooden coffins might have been used. From rough ﬁn]shlng of flooring stones under the cap stone,
we can also suppose that the wooden coffin was covered with clay after it ‘had been buried, It is
also possible to presume that there could be the second time burial or cremation, In this sense, we
would like to refer you to the chid bones contained n a modemn pot under the cap stone of a
dolmen found in Ungok-1i, Gochang-gun.

I hope this paper may just serve to raising some questions as to the dolmens found in Honam
area as I think, at this time, we can only presume the way of burial of the old days, therefore,
another study would be required after further data could have been collected to this end.
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