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5 Minute
Safety Meeting *

Minutes count in emergencies
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An emergency in a confined space can Kkill an entrant in a matter
of minutes.

OSHA requires rescue systems or methods that allow rescuers to
save workers without having to enter the space.

Tripods and winches are often used.

When a non-entry rescue is impossible, a rescuer must be
prepared to enter the space.

The best policy for emergencies is to prevent them :

- Be sure atmospheric monitoring equipment is accurately

calibrated.

- Leave the space immediately if hazardous conditions are

detected.

— Coordinate entry operations when employees of more than one
company are involved.

- Never use pure oxygen to ventilate a confined space - high
levels of oxygen can cause flammable materials to
spontaneously ignite and burn.

- Provide ample lighting that is safe for use in hazardous

atmospheres.

- Use grounded, insulated electrical equipment.

- Vent equipment exhaust to a location outside the work area.

(4] : NSC, Today s Supervisor, Septemver 1998)
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