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A Study on Stage Costume Design for Opera < Whangjinie >
- Focusing on Inner Image of Whangjinie -

Kyeong Seub Shin
Instructor, Dept. of Clothing, Sungshin Women’s University

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to research and design stage costumes of Whangjinie focusing on inner
image of Whangjinie, present stage costumes of new image. Four steps were taken in order to achieve
this purpose. The first step was to investigate the old documents and prior research about literature world
of Whangjinie. The second step was to analyze stage costumes of Whangjinie which were worn in
opera, movie. The third step was to design and make the stage costumes according to new images
Whangjinie which were extracted from above two research results. The new images of Whangjinie are
as follows

1. Whangjinie as a kisaeng(professional entertainer)

She thirsted for new, materialistic love though she failed in love everytime.

2. Whangjinie as a woman.

She had a hard time by feeling an irresistible yearning for lover
3. Whangjinie as a poet.
She expressed as a poetry her vanity and loneliness of life.

Using above three images, this study designed four new stage costumes of Whangjinie and two
designs of them were made really. But this study didn’t present historic costume of her age but expressed
modern mood in color and form.
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