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= ABSTRACT =

In order to evaluate prevalence and perception on the intestinal trematodes of inhabitants
at Docho-island, Shinan-gun, Chollanam-do, a questionnaire survey for the epidemiological
study and stool examination for the detection of the eggs of the trematodes were done on
224 individuals at the island from January to February, 2000,

The results were as follows:

1. Egg positive rate of the intestinal trematodes was 21.0%.

2. The egg positive rate has revealed significantly higher in the elderly over age 70
than other ages, higher in seashore villagers than inland ones, and higher in persons who
had a rural and/or marine job than persons with other jobs, respectively(P<0.05).

3. The egg positive rate of alcoholic drinkers was higher than non-alcoholic persons, and
the rate was also higher in smokers than non-smokers, It was statistically significant
(P<0.05).

4. The egg positive rate was shown to be significantly higher in inhabitants who ate
raw mullet that was well known {o be the source of infection with the intestinal
trematodes than people who did not eat the raw marine fishes(P<{0.01).

5. The egg positive rate was also significantly higher in humans who had the
complaints of frequent abdominal pain and diarrhea than healthy people(P{0.05).

In conclusion, the prevalence of intestinal trematodes at the island located in the south
and west area in Korea was too high to eradicate the parasitic infections. So a special
program is necessary for the control of the trematode infections in many adjcent islands
at Chollanamdo.
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