HEEAREEE - ¥25% HB2E 2000
Korean J of Rural Med Vel, 25, No. 2, 217~230, 2000

FEvel FFr7ds Al

GRS 2|38} ool sz al

E*
Improvement of Public Health Services in Korea

Pock-Sco Kang*
Department of Preventive Medicine and Public Health,

College of Medicine, Yeungnam University

= ABSTRACT =

For the longest time, our government has played an inconsiderable role in the public
health services of Korea, especially as it relates to their investment. Voices have cried out
against increases in national health expenditure and for more establishment of public
medical facilities. In light of this, the necessity and importance of public medical facilities
have come into focus amidst the recent medical crisis. When public medical facilities filled
in the gap created by the suspension or closure of private hospitals and clinics as a result
of this national crisis and acted as a safety net, the demand for more establishment of
such facilities increased.

Although patient diagnosis and treatment are the first priority of public medical facilities,
they must also deal with scopes that private medical facilities do not deal with, dislike, or
have difficulty with, In this respect, the closure or privatization of public hospitals to
reduce their number just because of their low profits or financial burdens that must be
carried by the government is to ignore their innate importance and social role: therefore,
we must do all we can to block such efforts and further empower these public health
facilities according to demands of the time.

The improvement of public health services can be realized by redefining its goals and
roles, increasing government funding, strengthening of existing public health facilities and

reorganizing the public health services system,
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Even if public health facilities were {o increase their medical services and be reinforced,

they cannot take on all the services related to public health

services, Therefore, in a

country like ours where public health services come second to private health services in the

health care system, the health of citizens can be safeguarded only when private and public

facilities cooperate and private medical facilities share the social responsibilitics.

Only the show of interest and effort by government, politicians, health professionals,

professional organizations and public can initiate the improvement that is sought

KEY WORDS : Public health services, Public medical facilities, Private medical facilities
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