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A Study on the Intellectual Freedom in Korean Public Libraries
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ABSTRACTS

It is the aim of this study to attain general knowledge of intellectual freedom which provides the
philosophical principle of our library activities. Also, this study seeks to develop the principle of intellectual
freedom as the policy and guide of public libraries in Korea.

In order to research the operational circumstances of intellectual freedom in our public libraries, the
researcher visited 20 public libraries in the Seoul district. The results clearly confirmed the self-censorship
of the librarians in selecting materials. Also, it confirmed the reality of external interventions and restrictions
as well as restrictive sources originating from internal ignorance and habitual practices in our public libraries.
Ultimately, such results provided a solid basis for the aim of this study to develop intellectual freedom
principle as the basic ideology for public library activities in Korea.
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