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Relation between the Location of the Korean
Buddhist Temples and Transportation

Kim, Jong Heon
(Assistant Professor, Paichai University)

ABSTRACT

There is an opinion that Korean Buddhist Temples located in mountains(ll#Z#]) should be
built since the Secret Buddhism was introduced and the Zen Buddhism was widely distributed
over. But, Korean Buddhist temples were already in the mountains before the introduction of Zen
Buddhism. Moreover, Zen Buddhist temples were actually not located at mountainous region, but
located at plain area in mountains. Thus it is necessary to modify the idea of that the location
of temples were only under the influence of Secret Buddhism.

The purpose of this study is to analyze the relation between the location of the Korean
Buddhist Temples and transportation.

The results of this study are as follows;

Based on the legends originated from the buddhist temples, the traditional maps, and the
political situations, it has been disclosed that the locations of Korean Buddhist Temples have the
relations with the traffic roads. Therefore politically, militarily, and socially, the Korean Buddhist
Temples have played important roles since the Three Kingdoms. The Buddhist temples need
lodging facilities called Won-Woo for the ordinary people, due to change of the characteristics of
the Buddhism in Korea from politically to socially. But the lodging facilities stood apart from
main region for the ascetic exercise of the Buddhist priests.
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