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On the Relevance of LIS Research in Korea
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ABSTRACTS

For the past 50 years, Korean library researchers have zealously absorbed foreign thoughts and techniques
without filtering them discreetly. Both research themes and methods have been freely borrowed and put
into practice. This practice has been taken for granted for LIS researchers in Korea. But, lack of
understanding of our own library field, has produced problems for researchers. This is because libraries
of each country have its own developmental stage and cultural heritage. Therefore, I would say that
researchers should be cautious in the application of foreign theories. In Korea, this kinds of filtering process
has been neglected in the past.

LIS research must have close relations with practical library work. LIS theories and practices in Korea
should be hopefully based on the needs of the Korean society. In short, Korea should have a LIS, which
serve the needs and ideals of the library and society of Korea.
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