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Victimization by Peers in Early Adolescents:
Relationships to Parent Attachment, Peer Rejection, and Friendship

284
Doh, Hyun Sim

ABSTRACT

This study examined the relation between parent attachment, peer rejection, and friendship in
768 eighth grade students and victimization by peers in early adolescence. The subjects reported
on father attachment, mother attachment, and victimization. Victimization was also rated by peers
and teachers. The subjects were assessed on peer rejection and friendship(number of friends and
presence of a best friend). The results indicated that (1)Father attachment and mother attachment
were negatively related to self-reported victimization; (2)Peer rejection was positively related to
victimization; (3)The number of friends was negatively related to victimization rated by peers, and
victimization rated by peers varied as a function of the presence of a best friend only for girls;
(4)The relation between parent attachment and victimization was not mediated by peer rejection
or friendship, which indicated that parent attachment had a direct influence on victimization.
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