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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to determine early childhood education(ECE) and early child-
hood special education(ECSE) teachers’ perceptions of (a)important teacher competencies needed
for working in inclusive early childhood programs and (b)current levels of these competencies.
Sixty-two ECE teachers and 77 ECSE teachers responded to the survey developed for this study.
There were no differences between the ECE teachers and ECSE teachers in the ratings of impor-
tance of the competency domains. However, the ECSE teachers had significantly higher percep-
tions than the ECE teachers of their self-proficiency on competencies related to child develop-
ment, curriculum and instruction, assessment procedures, working with other adults, and profes-
sionalism. Both the ECE and ECSE teachers perceived the greatest need for further training in

competencies related to assessment procedures and working with families and other adults.
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