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ABSTRACT

This study analyzed the aims, contents, and methods of early education in Sohak(/ M) a
textbook for childhood education in the choson Dynasty. The analysis was based on the 6th
Korean National Kindergarten Curriculum(in process) and the theories of education in Sohak.
Sohak consists of Establishing the Education Process(A#(), Clarifying the Cardinal Human Rela-
tionships(884&), Reverencing for the Self(#%#), Examining Antiquity(#1), Admirable Sayings(F
E), and Exemplary Deeds(¥47). The aim of education in Sohak was to preserve Sheng({), i.e.
human nature inherited from heaven. The contents of education in Sohak was divided into 6
groups: distinction by age and sex, health, basic life habits, private life, family life, and group
life. Methods of education in Sohak was the consolidation of knowledge and conduct, education
of self control, leamning of exploration, learning of constructive models, leaming of keep the
stages and telling stories of the sayings of the saints.
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