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Abstract

Spiritual Needs of Hospice Patients
Young-Mi Han

Department of Occupational Health Nursing, Graduate School of Occupational Health,
The Catholic University of Korea, Seoul, Korea

Purpose : The purpose of the study is to disclose the spiritual needs of hospice patients.
Method : The questionaire survey was carried out on 49 hospice patients and 40 caregivers who
were in the 9 hospice institutions from June to August in 1999.

Results : In the patients, mean scores of the spiritual needs were significantly higher in the
group with stomach cancer, college education, christians, 8~14 days of hospice care and the
group thinking that religion was important, and in the caregivers in the group of religions
besides christianity and lives under 3~5 years of medical treatment. In the total average of the
spiritual needs, the patients’s average was significantly lower than the caregiver's. Among the
different categories, the patient's needs were highest in the area of meaning of life and the
hope, the caregiver’s needs in the love and the concern. However, both groups were low in the
religion area. In the items of the love and the concern, the patient was highly responding to the
‘wanting someone to give warm concern in conversation’ and the caregiver was highly
responding to the ‘giving a warm response to questions on the sad and hard time'. And also,
the patient was lowly responding to the ‘wanting more concerns to him than other patients’,
and the caregiver was low responding to the ‘patients wanting warm response in conversation’.
In the categories of religious area both group were highly responding to the ‘wanting to be
helped to relax out of all'. And they gave lowest response to the ‘wanting to introduce a book
to know God'. In the area of meaning of life and hope, the both groups gave highest response
to the ‘wanting to be guided to have the hope’ and lowest to the ‘wanting to have opportunity
to reconcile the person with bad relationship’.

Conclusion : Summing up the above results, personal in-depth conversation is necessary to
understand more deeply the spiritual needs of hospice patient. Moreover the hospice team needs
to have more systematic approach to find out the spiritual needs of hospice patients.
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Table 1. Mean Score of Spiritual Needs for the Subjects by General Characteristics
Hospice Patient(N=49) Caregiver(N=40)
Characteristics
n(%) MeanxSD torF P n(%) Mean=SD torF p
Diagnosis
Ovary, uterus ca 14(28.6) 3.62%051 248 0046  9(225) 394051 167 0179
liver ca 6(122) 328059 T 1( 25) 400%0
lung ca 7(143) 3.66*043 5(12.5) 410+0.44
Rectal, colon ca 6(122) 349+056" 4(100) 4.18+0.26
stomach ca 5(102) 4.15% 0471 9(225) 413x015
Others disease 11(224) 392£037 12( 30) 396048
Gender -075 0454 043 082
Male 12(24.5) 3.59*0.66 11(275) 4.06+032
Female 37(75.5) 3.75%048 29(72.5) 4.02+041
Age(yrs) 002 0997 167 0179
<40 11(27.5) 421£032
40~49 13(26.5) 3.67+0.38 12(30.0) 4.07+013
50~59 9(184) 3.70£0.78 7(17.5) 391%0.56
60~69 15(30.6) 3.71+0.56 8(200) 3.96*0.56
=< 12(24.5) 3.68+£043 2(5.0) 357£053
Education 3% 0.025 078 0464
< Elementary 24(49.0) 380+044 9(225) 391+053
Middle, High 20408) 3470547 14(35.0) 4.01£0.37
= College 5(10.2) 4.07+054 17(425) 411+031
Religion 509 0010 644 0.004
Christian 32(653) 3781046 20(50.0) 4.08+037
Other 11(24) 376045 11275) 374+033°
No 6(122) 310=067" 9(225) 4.28+0.26'
Spouse -013 0889 024 079
Yes 37(75.5) 3.68+051 35(87.5) 4.00£0.37
No 12(245) 371£057 5(125) 428+042
Economic state 170  0.094 024 079
High 0(0) 2(50) 3.95+007
Middle 16(327) 3871053 23(57.5) 4.01*0.39
Low 33(67.3) 3.60+050 15(37.5) 4.09%041
Duration in disease(yrs) 002 099 461 0.007
<1 14(28.6) 3.68+0.64 18(45.0) 3.93+0.32°
1~-3 13(265) 3.71+032 15(37.5) 4.10*0.32
3~5 9(184) 371064 5(125) 442+043° f
5< 13(265) 367+052 2(50) 347+053"
Duration of hopice care(day) 303 0027 047 0628
<7 11(24) 349+040° 15(37.5) 4.07+0.18
8~14 8(163) 408+051"TT 2(50) 421+0.08
15~28 1530.6) 351+056" 14(35.0) 4.01+0.40
2956 9(184) 396+0317 4(10.0) 391073
57< 6(122) 357+057 5(125) 4.06%£0.56
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Table 1. Mean Score of Spiritual Needs for the Subjects by General Characteristics(Continued)

Hospice Patient(N=49)

Caregiver(N=40)

Characteristics
n(%)  Mean*SD

tor F p n(%)

Mean®=SD tor F p

Importance of religion

Important £1(837) 380044
Moderate 3(61) 356+048
Not important 5(102)  288+047

933 0.004

35(875) 4.02+040
4(100) 397+0
1(25) 421+018

047 0628

"TT :Means with the same letter is significantly different by Duncan test
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Table 2. Categories of Spiritual Needs Score for the Subjects

Patient Caregjver
Categories p
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Table 2. Categories of Spiritual Needs Score for the Subjects(Continued)

) Patient Caregiver
Categories P
Mean+SD rank Mean*SD rank
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