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Restoration of ‘Arhat ’ of Koryo Dynasty 
−−−−Collection of the National Museum of Korea−−−−

Chi-sun Park
Jung-Jae Conservation Center
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Abstract The most important aspect in preserving ancient paintings is to return the painting to the
original state and conserve it in the original state. One traditional recovering method is the use of frame,
for which scientific analysis such as X-rays, infrared and microscope are used and materials are carefully
selected. Arhat, a Buddhist painting of Koryo Dynasty, one of the Korean National Museum collections
has lost its original shape. With conservation treatment, the cause was found, that is to change frame
scroll method to mounting method. In the main body, pre-analysis and conservation method of Arhat
will be introduced. 
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Fig. 1. Layout of 1st backing paper(� chain line).
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Photo 2. Drawing process of damaged part.

Photo 3. Cleaning on absorption paper.
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Photo 5. Repairing silk by microscope.

Photo 4. Original silk by microscope.

Photo 6. Removing of dry backing  paper.
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Fig. 2. Layout of repairing silk(good case).

Fig. 3. Layout of repairing silk(bad case).

e) Andrew Oddy, �The Art of the Conservator�, British Museum (1992).
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Fig. 4. Cross-section of upper hanging rod in Korea, China,
and Japan.
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Fig. 5. Size of Arhat (unit:cm).
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Color 1. Before and after restoration of Arhat.
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Color 2. Before and after treatment with Infrared-ray image(Detail).




