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-Abstract-

The Health Hazard Evaluation Program by NIOSH

Jee Yeon Je(mg”

T

Occupational Safety and Health Research Institute, Korea Occupational Safety and Health Agency“

The NIOSH health hazard evaluation program
(HHE program) was created in response to the
mandate to determine the toxic effect and potential
health hazard of workplace exposure, which is
found in Occupational Safety and Health Act of
1970 and the Federal Mine Safety and Health Act
of 1977. A primary benefit of HHE program is its
ability to provide current health hazard data to
emplovers and emplovees, which assists them in
identifving solutions to occupational health and
safety problems in their workplaces. The HHE
program  also stimulates research in the
development and review of sampling methods and
additional
exposure assesment efforts and toxicological and

diagnostic  tests and may prompt
epidemiological studies. HHE projects also provide
human exposure-toxicity data that are used to
asses the validity of existing occupational health
standards and to support criteria for new standards
of recommendation. The HHE request is classified

into four categories: 1) category 1 As a admini-

H4d 120009 1€ 159, A9l 120006 349 134

stratively invalid, 2)category 2: These are valid
requests for which a site visit is not essential to an
appropriate response. 3) Category 3 : These are
valid requests for which a site visit is necessary
for an adequate evaluation. 4) These are valid
request which present a complex problem or an
opportunity  for research. To carry out HHE
program one or methods of investigation might be
used: 1) direct observation and evaluation of
production processes and employee work practices
2) employees exposure level and air contamination
level 3) medical test or phvsical examinations of
emplovees 4) private, confidential interviews with
employees D) review of employer’'s record of
injuries and illness, emplovee exposure data,
medical tests and job histories. After investigation
and analysing the data , NIOSH issues a final
report, giving finding and recommendation.
Key Words : NIOSH, Health Hazard evaluation,
HHE program, Category
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Fig. 1. Number of requesters by type of requester.
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Fig. 4. Average time to complete health hazard evaluation
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