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ABSTRACT

For the purpose of strengthening Dental Hygiene students’ confidence and motivation in the Dental
Hygiene Department and helping construct proper professionalism, survey on Dental Hygiene students’
consciousness of attitude to and satisfaction of the course, career plan and occupation mind set was
carried out. 530 three year students in 8 Dental Hygiene academies in Seoul and Kyonggl province were
questioned. The results of the survery are as follows:.

1. Dental Hygiene students’ motives consisted primarily of employment and a desire for professionalism.
25% of them entered the course after one failure in the entrance examination and 17% had family
members engaging in the dentistry field. 84%, the largest portion, were from an academic high school.
24% had some knowledge of Dental Hygiene, which they had acquired from seniors, friends, and teachers.

2. Patient care and treatment assistance related matters were not considered important in the course.
The weak points of the course tuned out to be education in computers and foreign languages, but the
weakest was the ability of patient care during clinical training. 53% had experiences had thought of
changing their major while in the course because it didn't match their aptitude and interest.

3. As for a career after graduation, 49% worried about it. Most students wanted to work at a dental
hospital or general hospital, The most favored duty was coordination or reception or oral disease
preventive work. They wanted to work untill they had a stable living. 68% answered they would get a
job at an oral clinic and 70%6 said they would continue studying for self-realization.

4. Satisfaction with the major was high in students whose aptitude and interest matched the course,
who had background knowledge of the major, and who didn’t think of changing the major but would
continue studying resulting in statistically slight difference(p<0.001). As to satisfaction with the faculties, it
was high in the students whose aptitude and interest matched the major and who didn’t think about a
career after graduation showing a slight difference(p<05, p<0l). As for satisfaction with clinical training,
students whose aptitude and interest matched the major and who didn’t consider changing the major
answered positively showing a statistically slight difference(p<.001, p<0l). As to satisfacton with the
course, it was high in the students who entered with aptitude and interest, who had preliminary
knowledge, who didn't consider changing the major, and who didn’t think about a career after graduation
showing a statistically slight difference(p<.001, p<.05).

5. Occupation mind-set was positive for students who entered with interest and aptitude, who had
preliminary knowledge, and who had not considered changing the major showing a statistically slight
difference(p<.001). The higher the satisfaction with the major, faculty and clinical training was, the more
positive the occupation mind-set was(p<.001).
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