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Counting and the Development of Number Concepts

Park, Mangoo
Seoul Noryanggin Elementary School, e-mail: mpark29@yahoo.com

The purpose of this paper is to address the theory of counting and the development of number
concepts. Leslie Steffe and his colleagues developed the theory of children's counting types using
the teaching experiment. As the results of their research, they published two books: "Children's
counting types"(Steffe, von Glasersfeld, Richards, & Cobb, 1983) and "Construction of arithmetic
meanings and strategies"(Steffe, Cobb, & von Glasersfeld, 1988). They classified children's counting
types into five categories: Perceptual Counting Stage, Figural Counting Stages, Initial Number
Sequence Stage, Tacitly Nested Number Sequence Stage, and Explicitly Nested Number Sequence
Stage. The meaning of this theory is added in the last part of this paper.



