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ABSTRACT

This study attempts to reorganize the knowledge classification system for the research fields and majors in
education by designing a new classification schedule. Content analysis of the majors and curriculums in the
universities and major areas of the academic professors in Korea, and the comparison with the various headings in
several classification systems for research fields were carried out. Based upon the comparison with library
classification systems and reviews and opinions of subject specialists in major disciplines, finally, a knowledge
classification system composed of three parts - schedules, tables and a relative index - was presented. The proposed
classification scheme was tested for classifying the research projects listed in the 1998 catalog of the academic
research funded by Korea Research Foundation. Also, several ways for developing a more useful knowledge
classfication scheme to organize disciplinary information effectively and to encourage interdisciplinary research
were suggested.
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