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Evaluation of Korean Medical Journals: a Bibliometric Analysis
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ABSTRACT

The availability and use (citedness) of Korean medical journals are measured based on the bibliometric data of 82
journals evaluated by the Korean Association of Medical Journal Editors between 1997 and 1999. A Korean medical
journal is held on the average by one half of Korean medical libraries investigated. Only 10 journals (12.2%) are covered
in any of 36 abstract and index databases in the field of medicine searchable through DIALOG. The journal self-citation
rate is 3.402%. 1.092% of papers are cited at least once by SCI journal papers within 3 years after publication. The
average SCI impact factor of Korean medical journals is 0.111. However, the impact factor of MEDLINE or SCISearch
journals is 10 times higher. The results show that the Korean medical journals are not easily available domestically and
internationally. They are hardly cited by Korean colleagues or by foreign scholars either.
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