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Summary: This study aims to provide information about the priority setting and
budget coordination of government R&D spendings in Korea. Based on the result of
“survey, analysis and evaluation of national R&D programs” in FY 1999, this paper
reviews the government R&D expenditures by concerned variables such as program
objectives, sector of performance, character of work and technology fields.

This paper also carries out an analysis on the government R&D supports as ways for
the promotions of high technology-based start-ups and SMEs and regional innovation
activities. It is found that relatively high investment is made in the industrial technology
areas and development research, and there are some redundancies of R&D programs
among ministries and agencies in terms of technology fields, program objectives and

character of work. Policy implications and future research directions are suggested.
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