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A Study on the Relation between Mathematics Anxiety
& Aggressiveness and Mathematics Proficiency
of Highschool Students

Shim Sang-Woong?
ABSTRACT

There has been a considerable number of studies on aggressive behaviors
and violences, but it is hard to find one that gives us clear and satisfactory
answers with transparent conclusions. Juvenile aggressiveness seems to be
caused by unsatisfied desire in the problematic situations and emotional
instability.

The aim of this study is to find out how emotional instability - especially
mathematics anxiety - is correlated with aggressiveness and how
aggressiveness affects mathematics proficiency, and thus to help students
improve their academic proficiency by finding out appropriate measures to take
in case of aggressive behaviors of students.

Main tasks of this study are as follows :

1. To find out any correlation between aggressiveness of the experimental
students and their mathematics proficiency.

2. Is there any correlation between aggressiveness and mathematics anxiety?

3. Is there any correlation between aggressiveness and academic proficiency?

The conclusion of this study is as follows :

1. There are some negative correlations between the degree of mathematics
anxiety and mathematics proficiency. This is mainly because negative
emotional state developed from one’s uneasiness for fear of failure disturbs
one’s learning process and thus weakens the will for achieving the task.

2. While aggressiveness doesn’t show any significant correlations with
academic proficiency, it does have some with mathematics anxiety.
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