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ABSTRACT: Poly(p-hydroxybenzoate) (PHB)/poly(ethylene terephthalate) (PET) 8/2 ther-
motropic liquid crystalline copolyester, poly(ethylene 2,6-naphthalate) (PEN), and PET terna-
ry blend was spun to fiber by melt spinning process, and tensile properties of the fibers were
measured. The matrix of the fibers, PET and PEN, were dissolved in o-chlorophenol at 55 ¢
for 2 hours, and the liquid crystalline polymer fibrils were observed using a scanning electron
microscope. Halpin-Tsai equation for modulus calculation of short fiber reinforced composite
and the rule of mixture for continuous reinforcement composite were modified, and the ten-
sile modulus were calculated and compared with experimental modulus. To minimize differ-
ence between the theoretical and the experimental moduli, dimensionless viscosity constant
(K) was given and used to modify two equations. The theoretical tensile modulus using the
newly modified equations presentel a similar to the experimental tensile modulus of compos-
ite, and the modified equations presented a unique way to determine the tensile modulus of
the liquid crystalline polymer reinforced thermoplastic composites.
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Table 1. Composition Comparison Table of PHB/
PEN/PET with mol% and LCP/PEN/PET with wt%

mol% wt%

PHB PEN PET LCP PEN PET

10 45 45 8.1 525 394

20 40 40 17.0 49.0 34.0

30 35 35 26.8 451 28.1

40 30 30 37.7 40.7 216
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Figure 1. Tensile modulus of PHB/PEN/PET mono-
filament with PHB content and winding speed.
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Figure 2. SEM microphotographs of PHB/PEN/PET monofilament to the flow direction after dissolving matrix in
OCP at 55 ¢; x2000.
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Figure 2. SEM microphotographs of PHB/PEN/PET monpfilament to the flow direction after dissolving matrix in
OCP at 55 °C; x2000.
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Table 2. Measurement of Weight Fraction for Continuous LCP Fibrils after Dissolving PEN/PET Matrix

in OCP at 55 °C for 2 Hours

sample code

before dissolved LCP weight of LCP before dissolved percent of dissolved out  percent of fibril

(g) (Wt%) (g) (g) (%) formed LCP (wt%)
10500 fibrous structure collapsed 8.68
20500 0.0945 17.0 0.0161 0.0082 51.0 18.43
30500 0.0331 26.8 0.0089 0.0061 68.8 29.27
40500 0.0762 37.7 0.0287 0.0223 77.6
101000 fibrous structure collapsed
201000 fibrous structure collapsed
301000 0.041 26.8 0.0110 0.0077 70.1 17.78
401000 0.0368 37.7 0.0139 0.0123 88.7 33.42
Table 3. Dimensionless Viscosity Constants of
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% 8- Py PHB/PEN/PET (20/40/40)  0.059 0.224
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Figure 3. Experimental modulus of PHB/PEN/PET E
monofilament as a function of PHB contents and cal- ‘) -1
culated modulus using Halpin-Tsai equation at LCP fi- where, 7, = B/ (6)
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o] AFuRa} vrgo] A&4e Yehhd.
A&z Yl A8 Halpin-Tsaido] #e
gundd fs ©4ES yehd Zol=g Halpin-
Tsair] o2 H8= 4= glv). 1ejne uxo] Zol

7} o g AA vehbs A Heshs £ W
2 A (3)& ol &aje] Axtatoof gt e} 9
TBER FrEoe] 100% A&EA4e FAsH= Aol o}
ynz s)Ee A¢ iz 343 5 glon,
A Table 2°] &A% A&H4S ojF= YFIER
srgel FAREE ¥

Fo/o A249 A6z 20009 114

Table 4. Tensile Modulus of PHB/PEN/PET
Monofilament Experimental Data and Theoretical
Data Using Equation (7)

composition in  theoretical value (GPa) experimental value (GPa)
mole% 500 m/min 1000 m/min 500 m/min 1000 m/min
PHB/PEN/PET
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PHB/PEN/PET
(20/40/40)
PHB/PEN/PET
(30/35/35)
PHB/PEN/PET
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21.23 21.69 3.03 328
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Figure 5. Experimental modulus of PHR/PEN/PET
monofilament as a function of PHB contents and cal-
culated modulus using modified equation (a) 500 m/
min and (b) 1000 m/min.
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