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ABSTRACT: To improve the mechanical properties of fiber-reinforced polymer matrix com-
posites, laminated composites plates were fabricated using different matrix resins and glass or
aramid fibers. The effect of matrix resin system were evaluated by tensile, flexural strength
measurements. In the case of surface treated pramid fiber and unsaturated polyester resin
composite, maximum flexural properties were observed in the composite prepared from the
glass fiber treated with 0.5 wt% silane coupling agents. Vinylester resin composites show the
highest tensile properties and isophthalic polyester composites have the highest flexural prop-
erties among the unsaturated polyester resin composites studied. The relationship between
overlap laminated composites plates and mechanical properties of polymer composites is also
investigated in order to improve mechanical properties of glass fiber and unsaturated polyester
resin composites.

Keywords: unsaturated polyester (UPE), mechanical properties, fiber-reinforced composites.
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Figure 1. Principal materials axes oriented at angle 8
with reference coordinates axes.
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Table 1. Properties of Unsaturated Polyester
Resin Used in This Study

components degree density non- viscosity
ratio monomer of  (25C) wolatility (25 )
(molar ratios) acd (g/em®) (%) (cps)
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G(/MX(O 4(5) ) styrene 25 1.10 62(%) 400-600
0)/IPA(0S
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Table 2. The Structure of 7-Methacryloxypro-
pyltrimethoxy and UPE Resin of Silane

silane chemical formula
r-MPS I
CH,=C(CH3)CO(CH:)3Si(OCH3)5
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Figure 2. Schematic block diagram for sample prepa-
ration.
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Figure 3. Schematic of laminated composites plates
with the variation of laminating angle direction.
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Figure 4. Form of laminated composites plates with
the variation of overlapped position and width.
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Figure 5. FT-IR absorption spectra of unsaturated
polyester resins of varing molar ratios:(a)
orthophthalic, (b) isophthalic, and (c) vinylester.
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Figure 6. Mechanical properties of unsaturated poly-
ester resins/glass fibers laminated composites plates
(room temperature curing).
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Figure 7. Mechanical properties of isophthalic polyes-
ter resin/different fiber laminated composites plates
(room temperature curing).
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Figure 8. Mechanical ‘properties of vinylester resin/
silane laminated composites plates (room temperature
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Figure 9. Tensile and flexural modulus properties of
vinylester resin/silane laminated composites plates
(room temperature curing).
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Figure 10. Mechanical properties of laminated com-
posites plates with the variation of isophthalic polyes-
ter resin and aramid fiber (Kevlar) at laminating (room
temperature curing).
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Figure 11. Mechanical properties of laminated com-
posites plates with the variation of isophthalic polyes-
ter resin and glass fiber (roving) at laminating (room
temperature curing).
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Figure 12. Mechanical properties of laminated com-
posites plates with different angle laminate. Laminat-
ing condition : room temperature curing, isophthalic
polyester resin and glass fiber (roving).
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Figure 13. Mechanical properties of laminated com-
posites plates with the variation of overlapped position.
Laminating condition : room temperature curing, iso-
phthalic polyester resin and glass fiber (roving).
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Figure 14. Mechanical properties of laminated com-
posites plates with the variation of overlapped width.
Laminating condition : room temperature curing, iso-
phthalic polyester resin and glass fiber (roving).
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