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Abstract

This study is to investigate and to suggest the most efficient peach standardization that is performed and is
preferred by consumers to provide benefits for all of them. The data was collected to obtain information about peach
standardization, consumption and consumer preference, and marketing situation by using interviews from peach
producers, wholesaler and retailer, and consumers for three years (1997-1999). The most important standardization
criterion at present was found to be a weight among peach producers, a color among wholesaler and retailer and
consumers. In addition, sweetness was ranked first among the producers, wholesalers and retailers, and consumer if
sweetness were detected without running peaches. Especially, consumers preferred to purchase small amount with small
package and presented sweetness as the most preferred criterion. Thus, it is necessary for peach producers, wholesaler
and retailers, and consumers to establish the small package standard and to subdivide the present system into several
grades for performing the two-way system which labels grade with sweetness and weight.
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Table 1. Target group and methods

Target Group Year Sample Size
Peach Prvicing Joint Grading Form: 40
Farms

1997 Individual Grading Farm: 48
(Total: 88)

Seout: 150, Pusan; 100,

Taegu 50 (Toral: 300)

Joint Market Staff: 14

Auctioneer: 11

Interview

Consumers

in Metroool 1998 Witien Survey

Interview and

Distribution Agents 199 Consigner: 5%, Witten Survey
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<Individual Grading farm>

Harvesting Individually by

a Varety and Carrying to
Joint Working Area

Harvesting Individually by

a Variety and Carrying to
Individual Working Area

i i
Putting A Peach on the L .
Weigh Grading Machine | | (/208 17, One Flace in
(WGM)

Y |

By Weight, Dividing into

Grading with the naked
eye and Divide into

Bruised at Each Grade
Line by A Person from
Other Farm

6 Groups at the end of | | Groups by Sizes,
WGM Throwing  Away  the
Bruised
| Y
Putting Each Group into
Throwing  Away  the 15kg-unit Paperboard Box

Separately with Pad and
Protecting Wrapper,
Stacking into Three Steps

Checking Weight Using
the Scale
! v
Putting Each Group into
15kg-unit Paperboard Box
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Checking Weight Using
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! |
Binding  15kg-unit Box 13
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!
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Fig. 1. The Differences Between Joint and Individual Grading.
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Table 2. The current peach grading criteria at a farm
(%)

Joint Grading  Individual

Fam  Grading Farm  1O%
Size 59 50 54
Color 16 27 23
Shape 4 11 8
Ripeness 1 1
Sweetness 17 2 8
Vividness 1 1 1
Cleanliness 3 2
Freshness 1 5 3

Total 100 100 100

Table 3. The peach grading criteria at a farm in the

future
(%)
T ™
Size 25 36 31
Color 30 20 24
Shape 1 4
Ripeness 2 13
Sweetness 39 17 27
Vividness 0 1 1
Cleanliness 0 1
Freshness 3 7 5
Total 100 100 100

Table 4. Desirable grading structure in the future
(%)

Joint Grading ~ Individual

Fam  Grading Farm Total
Small Size by A Farm 13 24 19
Medium Size by Co-op or Town 85 0 m
Medium Size by A Subcounty in 2 4 3
ing Area
Complex Large Size by Wide Area - 2 1
Total 100 100 100
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Table 5. The main group of grading preferred by
distribution agents
(%)

Group Indmdml

Agent Co-op. Packinghouse Total
Wholesaler in Producing Area 357 64.3 1000
Wholesaler in Consuming Area 158 842 100.0
Retailer in Consuming Area 45 864 9.1 1000
Total 162 8L1 217 1000

Table 6. The criteria of choosing peach under present
grading system in the market channel
(%)

ot Clerd o Coer Sweemess Stape Bruse Tod

Wholesaler in Producing Ara 250 371 214 114 50 1000
Wholesaler in Consuming Aca 184 355 295 15§ 08 1000
Retailer in Consuming Area 123 37171 %6 146 09 1000
Total 178 %5 295 146 16 1000

Table 7. The criteria of choosing peach when the
sweetness of peach is declared

(%)

Qe G0 Colr Sweeress Stape Bise Toal

Wholesaler in Producing Area 207 271 43 43 36 1000
Wholesaler in Consuming Area 179 242 432 142 05 1000
Retailer in Consuming Area 109 266 48 127 - 1000
Total 63 264 45 119 09 1000
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Table 8. The criteria of choosing peach under present

grading system
(%)
Criteria  Size Color Sweetness Bruise Shape Total
Percentage 259 407 - 139 194 1000
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Table 9. The criteria of choosing peach when the
sweetness declaration of peach is available in

the future
(%)
Criteria  Size Color Sweetness Bruise Shape Total
Percentage 19.0 24.9 410 79 72 1000
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Table 10. Packing sizes preferred by consumers
(%)

Box Size lkg 2kg 3kg 4kg Skg over Skg Total
Percentage 160 382 34.1 48 65 03 100.0
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