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<Abstract>

Universal service policy is the core of telecommunications policy and, therefore, in many countries, govern-

ments have been accomplished universal service as the critical goal of telecommunications policy. In the past

when the market was under monopoly, the monopolist had the responsibility of supplying for universal service,

whereas supply cost complemented through internal assistance. From 1998 when WTO basic telecommunications

negotiation took effect, however, telecommunications markets fully opened, it was impossible to supply of univer-

sal service under the past system. Therefore, governments of major countries are trying to renew laws and in-

stitutions for policies compatible with competition environments. In this paper, I analyse and compare major coun-

tries' policies for the universal services and try to find out policy implication for Korea.

Key words : universal service policy, universal service provider, universal service coverage, universal service

fund, cost sharing mechanism, long run incremental cost
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