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Carapace width (CW) of main size class of the snow crab was 70~90 am for females and 80~100 a= for
males. The CW holds a stronger relation with body weight than that of carapace length (CL). The number
of eggs attached to the pleopods was in the range of 35,000 and 114,000 eggs in crabs with 65 and 88 mm

CW, respectively). The logistic maturity curve on

morphometric measurements and gonad examination,

defined by the presence of egg brooding in wide abdomen of the female and spermatophores inside
the vasa deferentia of the male indicated that 50 % of crabs attained gonadal maturity at 54.2 == and

58.8 mm CW for females and males, respectively.

In the relationship between CW and body weight, a

sharp break at 53~55 mm CW indicates that morphological changes associated with maturity have occurred.
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Fig. 1. Size frequency distribution of female and male
snow crab, Chionoecetes opilio collected in the eastern coast
of Korea in 1997. Total number of individuals (n) collected
is indicated.
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Fig. 2. Relationship between carapace width and length for
female and male snow crab.
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Fig. 3. Relationship between carapace width and body
weight for female and male snow crab.
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Fig. 4. Relationship between carapace width and fecundity
for female and male snow crab.
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Fig. 5. Relationship between the proportion of females
reaching gonad maturity (as defined by the presence of
egg brooding with wide abdomen and mature ovary) and
carapace width of snow crab.
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Fig. 6. Relationship between carapace and abdomen width
for mature and immature females snow crab.
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Fig. 7. Relationship between the proportion of males
reaching gonad maturity (as defined by the presence of
spermatophore in the vasa deferentia) and carapace width
of snow crab.
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