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< Abstract>

This study investigated the relationship among children’s sensation seeking, maternal childrearing
behavior and children’s problem behavior. The subjects were 470 5th and 6th grade elementary school
students in Pusan, Korea. Zuckerman’s questionnaire on sensation seeking{1994), Park, Young Yae's
questionnaire on maternal childrearing behaviors(1995) and Kim Hye Ryun’s questionnaire on children’s
maladjustment behavior(1993) were used.

The results were as follows : (1) According to sex, there were significant differences in sensation seeking
scores, the aggressive behavior scores and distracted behavior scores. The boys got higher scores than girls in
sensation seeking scores, and also in aggressive behavior scores and distracted behavior scores. (2) There
were significant positive correlations between sensation seeking scores and the aggressive behavior scores for
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both boys and girls. And there were significant positive correlations between sensation seeking scores and the
(3) Both sensation seeking and maternal child rearing
behavior predicted aggressive behavior and distracted behavior for both boys and girls. For boy's aggressive

distracted behavior scores for both boys and girls.

behavior, sensation seeking and maternal child rearing behavior explained 8%, 8%, respectively. For boy's
distracted behavior, sensation seeking explained 5%. And for gitl’s aggressive behavior, sensation seeking
and maternal child rearing behavior explained 27%, 9%, respectively. For girl’s distracted behavior, sensation
seeking and maternal child rearing behavior explained 28%, 7%, respectively. The sensation seeking variable

was the important predictor influencing on children’s aggressive behavior and distracted behavior.

Implications of this study were discussed in terms of sensation seeking and socialization
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