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< Abstract>

The present study investigated the notion that supportive and harsh parenting might be transmitted across
generations. Data for this study were collected from a sample of 421 two-parent families, each of which
included a kindergartener.

The analyses were conducted separately for the group of fathers and the group of mothers. Descriptive
analysis, cronbach’s ¢, correlations, and t-tests were used to examine research questions.

The findings indicated that

1. There was a difference between fathers and mothers in relation to disciplinary experience in childhood.
Mothers perceived their disciplinary experience in childhood more supportive than did fathers.

2. Parents’ supportive disciplinary experience in childhood was negatively related to the overreactivity and
verbosity of current parental disciplinary practices.

3. Parents’ harsh disciplinary experience in childhood was positively related to ineffective parental
disciplinary practices at present.

4. Fathers who perceived their disciplinary experience in childhood as more supportive exhibited less
overreactive and less verbose disciplinary practices while fathers who perceived their disciplinary
experience in childhood as more harsh exhibited more overreactive disciplinary practices at present.

5. Mothers who perceived their disciplinary experience in childhood as more supportive exhibited less
verbose disciplinary practices while mothers who perceived their disciplinary experience in childhood as
more harsh exhibited more ineffective disciplinary practices(including more overreactivity) at present.
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