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ABSTRACT

The major purpose of this study is to obtain the evident and visual data about the changes of Korean
dress with a socio-cultural context through dress depicted in the Korean films since the 1960s. For this
purpose, after were Korean socio-cultural background including the history of Korean films and mass
fashion trends reviewed, total fifteen Korean films by ten year were selected on the basis of
contemporaneity, popularity, and fashionability, and analyzed with the data reviewed before. And the
results can be summarized as follows:

Dress in the Korean films of the 1960s shows sporty casual look influenced by western style, with the
popularity of young fashion and youth film. The typical styles are sac dress and mini skirt for women,
and suit with American silhouette for men. Unisex mode including slim T-shirts and blue jeans with
European silhouette suit appears mainly in the Korean films of the 1970s, with the change of sex roles
and mass fashion trend. Dress in the Korean films of the 1980s is characterized by bold sithouette and
decorative details, with the boom of erotic melo-drama and luxurious fashion trend. such as padded
jacket, X silhouette ensemble, big look coat for women, and American style suit for men. Dress in the
Korean films of the 1990s shows the rapid cycle of fashion with the increase of casual wear, reflecting
the popularity of romantic comedy film and various socio-cultural circumstances.

As a result, the current of dress depicted in the Korean films since the 1960s is summarized as the
cycle of fashion accelerated, the similarity between men’s and women's wear, and the increase of sporty
casual wear. Also, dress in the films reflects effectively the socio-cultural context related to fashion
except for especially emphasizing characters in films,
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