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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to investigate the historical changes of western men's underclothes in
the first half of the 20C and analyze functions and features of men’s underclothes. This study was to
utilize many literatures in the analysis of historical changes of western men’s underclothes.

In the 1900’s, the attached collar was giving place to the detachable, and the coloured shirt for day
wear was becoming accepted. The correct wear for various occasions was given. Double collar was the
favourite for day wear. The dress-shirt protector worn over the dress-shirt front, Men preferred to vest
and pants in one as a combined garment.

In the 1910’s, underclothes were permitting freer movement, but what was still more significant was
the growing inclination to reduce the layers which covered the body. The new conception of decency
which was beginning to appear continued to characterize underclothing the symbols of social rank, expect
for formal occasion, were declining. For day the white shirt was being displaced by the soft-fronted shirt.

In the 1920-1930's, Underclothes were reduced in number, extent and thickness. Underclothing had
lost two of its original function: it no longer preserved the warmth of the body, nor did it disguise its
essential shape, Both sexes discarded the use of white underwear. In the 1930's, men saw an increasing
preference for the coloured shirt. Combinations became increasingly popular and the singlet were
displacing the under-vest in the 1930's. All undergarments were very commonly in natural colours.

In the 1940's, for evening dress, shirt was plain linen front and square cuffs. Short trunks reached to
mid-thigh, had a front waist yoke with three button fastening. Underclothes were pursued ease and
activity.
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<218 1> Shirt, attached collar and cuffs, 1900
(The History of Underciothes™", p.130)
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<18 2> Dicky with ‘Shakespeare’ collar, 1905
(The History of Underciothes™, p.131)
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<78 3> Drawers, striped silk, 1900
{The History of Underclothes *, p.131)

(4) #Hu)vje]4d(Combinations)

H4L HAES WAyt 3 HE FAE FHo
olAE MLt o E’.‘:‘: frao HAAA = &
RXATE 194171 E718F 22 24 t]xpel Aol
A AgdE] 1-1-.—3301‘}11:}(1@ 4).

<@ 4> Combinations, 1908
(Men's Fashion, p.119)
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<23 5> Undervest and drawers, 1915
(Men’s Fashion, p.119)
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<3 6> White wool combination, 1910
(The Encyclopedia of World Costume, p.424)
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<213 7> Male corset, 1910
(The Importance of Wearing Clothes, p.211)
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<@ 8> Soft shirts of coat style, 1920
{(Everyday Fashion of the Twenties, p.26)
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<% 9> White cotton combination, 1926
(The Encyclopedia of World Costume, p.424)
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<% 10> Shorts in wide lastex band, 1938
(Everyday Fashion of the Thirties, p.111)
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<13 11> Shorts, 1938
(Everyday Fashion of the Thirties, p.111)
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<13 12> Cool athletic underwear, 1920
(Everyaay Fashion of the Twenties, p.64)
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<2223 13> Rubber male girdle, 1937
(The Importance of Wearing Clothes, p.211)
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(The History of Underciothes *, p.163)
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<33 15> Undervest, drawers, 1946
(Men’s Fashion, p.145)
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elastic waisted, jockey trunks, 1950
(The History of Underclothes *, p.163)
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