Journal of the Korcan Society of Costume
Vol.50, No.4 (July. 2000) pp.147~164

S-ovielel v ARffioll vebd FEREEERRCl W3t MFsE

A#FE-0 & B
UL GFAF Hig - AR LR I Fot W

A Study on Class Representation in Korean and Western Costume

Hyun-Ju Kwon + Soon-Hong Lee*

Associate professor, Dept. of Clothing & Textiles, Howon University
Professor, Dept. of Clothing, Sungshin Women's University*

ABSTRACT

This thesis examines the origin, the change and the symbolic meanings of class representation, and
offers a comparative study on the differences of class representation in the history of Korean and western
costume on the basis of class representation methods and types shown from ancient times {o 18C,

In both eastern and western costume, the differences in status are commonly represented in the width
and length of costume, color, textile, ornamental design, wearing, decoration, etc.

The costume of noble class was wide and long, while that of common class was narrow and short so
that it could be convenient for them to move around. Especially, from 16C to 18C in the west the
costume of noble class was expanded to the extent that it was inconvenient for them to move around
not only by skirt swelling by using hoop, but also by pad, ruff, lace, etc. This appears to show that they
are not working class,

Wearing and decoration of noble class were much more colorful, complicated and varied, while those
of common class were simple and plain, In the west, the wearing of chiton and toga in Greece and Rome
was different depending on social status.

More specific look at the differences in class representation shown in the eastern and western costume
reveals that the higher the rank, the more the women in both Gothic and Chosun period covered the
body, thereby representing rank. In 18C, the women in both Rococo and Chosun period commonly
showed excessive decoration and lavishness on their hair, and in this period the wicth of skirt was also

commonly expanded to the longest extent, with a slight difference put aside.

Key Words : A& X 2| (class representation), ¥4 (costume), A+ (rank), *1¥(status),
B2 A & (costume system)
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