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A Study on Teaching and Learning of Elementary Mathematics

in a Constructivist's View

Choi, Chang Woo
Taegu National University of Education, 1797-6 Taemyung 2 Dong, Korea. e-mail: cwchoi@ taegu-e.ackr

Gwon, Gi Ja
Maeho Elementary School, 611-1 Macho-dong, Suscong-gu, Korea. e-mail: gwon@edul14.net

The objectives of the current study are, first, to compare and analyze the two different teaching
methods of elementary mathematics in the traditional method and in the constructivist's view, and,
second, thereby to reveal possible problems of the present teaching practice and to suggest some
guidelines to solve those problems.

The results of this research are as follows:

First, longer time was spent to reach the target point of class because the class was a little bit
disturbed and noisy due to a large amount of student activities in the beginning of the class in the
constructive view.

Second, in the class in the constructive view, the teacher should be able to respond appropriately to
the situation where the students were cognitively. And the teacher's sufficient preparation for the class
was found essential to have the students reach the target point by themselves through identifying
children's minds.

Third, the class in the constructivist's view could provide the teaching environment where the teacher
could evaluate each student's ability accurately and study progress of the class.

And fourth, finally, it was not easy for the teacher to pay attention individually to each student in
the current situation of large class. The effort to have more concern for students seems to contribute to
opening students’ closed minds and to forming positive attitudes toward mathematics.
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